
T H E  C A T H O L I C  W E E K L Y 

MAY 24, 2020

TERHAD  
PP 8460/11/2012(030939) 
ISSN: 1394-3294  
Vol. 27  No. 20

But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s 
sufferings, that you may also rejoice and 
be glad when his glory is revealed. If you 
are insulted for the name of Christ, you 
are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and 
of God rests upon you. But let none of you 
suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer 
or as a meddler.

1 Pet. 4:13-15

Leader: 
Let us proclaim the name of the Lord;

and ascribe greatness to our God!

All: 
Lord, your work is perfect.
And all your ways are just.

Let Your voice be heard today                            
by all the nations!

O God, Judge of the nations,                            
put fear into our hearts        

so that we may know that we are only human.
Father, the whole of creation groans                                                          

and labours to be delivered from the bondage of corruption,                              
into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

Lord Jesus, send forth Your Spirit of Truth                                                           
and let this Spirit prove to ‘the powers that be’                                            

how wrong they are about sin, righteousness and judgment.
O Lord, declare the power of your works to                                                         

Your peoples and let us be filled with the knowledge of                                 
Your glory as  the waters cover the sea.

Gather us, O Lord, in Your Name                                                                    
and may all worship the One True God. Amen.

(A prayer composed from  various Scripture  verses of the Bible) 

A prayer for our nation

Prayer opens 
the door of hope
VATICAN: Prayer opens 

the door of hope, Pope 
Francis said at the general 

audience May 20.
Speaking via livestream due to the coro-

navirus crisis, the Pope said May 20 that 
throughout history, prayer had helped peo-
ple to see beyond their suffering.  

He said: “Men and women who pray 
know that hope is stronger than discourage-
ment. They believe that love is more power-
ful than death, and that it will surely triumph 
one day, even if in times and ways we do 
not know.”

In his address from the library of the Ap-
ostolic Palace, the Pope continued his cycle 
of catechesis on prayer, reflecting on the 
biblical account of creation and the trials of 
the people of Israel.

He described the opening page of the Bi-
ble as “a great hymn of thanksgiving” af-
firming the goodness and beauty of God’s 
creation. 

This beauty inspires man to pray, the Pope 
said, quoting Psalm 8:4-5: “When I see your 

heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon 
and stars that you set in place —what is man 
that you are mindful of him, a son of man 
that you care for him?” 

He said: “The praying man contemplates 
the mystery of existence around him, sees 
the starry sky above him — which astro-
physics shows us today in all its immensity 
— and wonders what design of love must be 
behind such a powerful work.”

“And, in this boundless vastness, what is 
man? ‘Almost nothing,’ says another Psalm: 
a being that is born, a being that dies, a very 
fragile creature. Yet in the whole universe 
the human being is the only creature aware 
of such a profusion of beauty.”

The Pope said the psalmist recognises 
that, compared with the vastness of the uni-
verse, man seems insignificant, yet he is 
called to a relationship with God.

“The relationship with God is man’s 
greatness: his enthronement. By nature we 
are almost nothing, small, but by vocation, 
by call, we are the children of the great 
King,” he said.

He continued: “This is an experience that 

many of us have had. If the story of life, with 
all its bitterness, sometimes risks suffocat-
ing the gift of prayer in us, it is enough to 
contemplate a starry sky, a sunset, a flower... 
to rekindle the spark of thanksgiving. This 
experience is perhaps the basis of the first 
page of the Bible.”

“When the great biblical account of Crea-
tion is written, the people of Israel are not 
going through happy days. An enemy power 
had occupied the land; many had been de-
ported, and now they were slaves in Meso-
potamia. There was no homeland, no tem-
ple, no social or religious life, nothing.” 

“And yet, just starting from the great story 
of Creation, someone began to find reasons 
to give thanks, to praise God for existence.” 

Pope Francis described prayer as “the first 
impetus of hope,” saying that those who 
pray are able to see that, despite its difficul-
ties, life is filled with grace. 

Our vocation, he said, is to be bearers of 
joy.

“This life is the gift that God has given us: 
and it is too short to be consumed in sadness, 
in bitterness. We praise God, content simply 

to exist,” he said.
In conclusion, the Pope noted that crea-

tion bore the “signature” of a loving God. 
“May the Lord make us understand this 

ever more deeply and lead us to say ‘thank 
you’: and that ‘thank you’ is a beautiful 
prayer,” he said.

In his greetings to different language 
groups after his catechesis, the Pope urged 
Portuguese-speaking Catholics to pray the 
rosary daily in May, the Month of Mary, 
“learning from Our Lady to have a contem-
plative gaze before all the events of our life.”

Addressing Polish Catholics, Pope Fran-
cis said: “These days we celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of St John Paul II. 
He, shepherd of great faith, liked to en-
trust the Church and all humanity to God in 
prayer.” 

“By choosing the episcopal motto Totus 
Tuus’[‘I belong entirely to you’], he also 
showed that in difficult moments, we should 
turn to Our Lady who can help us and in-
tercede for us. May his life, built on deep, 
intense and trusting prayer, be an example 
for Christians today.” — CNA

Pope Francis leads his general audience in the library of the Apostolic Palace at the Vatican May 20, 2020. Continuing his series of talks on prayer, the Pope said that while one may feel insignificant 
in the grand scale of the universe, the mystery and wonder of God's creation can open the hearts of men and women to express their gratitude through prayer. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)



One thing’s for sure – at least in the short-
run. The coronavirus pandemic has 
triggered a great deal of upheaval.

Tragically, many have lost their jobs, and 
new jobs will be scarce.

But it has also forced many of us change our 
lifestyles – some tries for the better.

Many of us may have realised we don’t have 
to drive cars everyday. Some of us may be for-
tunate enough to work from home.

For others though, being at home in cramped 
conditions maybe intolerable, especially if 
there is an abusive family member or limited 
space for children to run around.

Many businesses and other organisations 
may have come to realise they can function al-
most as well – or even just as well – with staff 
working from home. Other companies may 
have had to fold, especially those dealing with 
walk-in customers.

Many have turned to online shopping, but 
this brings its own set of problems – packaging 
and transport costs.

All this could translate to less demand for 
commercial space in the medium term. Perhaps 
less demand for residential space in urban areas 
as the jobless return to their home towns.

That would mean less demand for the new 
homes and offices built by developers. Even 
before the pandemic, developers were staring 
at a huge glut of unsold high-end property, and 
some observers had warned that there were just 
too many malls around.

With more people staying at home, will we 
continue to see fewer cars on the road? If that 
happens, there would be less need to build 
more highways and fewer new cars sold.

The same goes for air travel. Fewer passen-
gers would mean less frequent flights. This in 
turn would mean less need for new airports and 
airport expansion.

Now, all this – though bad for the economy, 
or rather the old model of economic develop-
ment – could well save the world from the 

devastating impact of climate change. Before 
the pandemic, with carbon emissions rising, 
the planet was hurtling towards the point of no 
return.

Have we been given a reprieve – albeit at a 
huge cost to the economy and people’s liveli-
hoods?

The pandemic has also taught us how we 
must boost our public healthcare system and 
how we have to protect it from the onslaught 
of privatisation and the misplaced priorities of 
medical tourism. (We also need to boost our 
own immune systems in every natural way we 
can.)

In all this, we found out who the truly “es-
sential workers” in our lives were. Not the 
CEOs, high-flying exec and consultants, but 
the healthcare personnel in general hospitals, 
the delivery riders, the rubbish collectors and 
cleaners, the lorry drivers transporting food, 
the farmers, the fisherfolk, the supermarket and 
other retail staff, the cooks and restaurant staff.

We couldn’t have made it through without 
them. We saw the finest in social solidarity 
(though we also saw some ugly bits).

But beyond the platitudes and tributes, here’s 
the question – do the wages of these “essential 
workers” reflect the importance of the work 
they do? Are they able to earn a decent income, 
enough to raise a family with dignity?

What about those laid off from their jobs? 
How will they survive? Some have suggested a 
universal basic income and even some form of 
retrenchment benefits based on certain eligibil-
ity criteria.

Where will the money to finance all this 
come from? Already we hear calls for the re-
introduction of a consumption tax - to be borne 
by the ordinary people, many of whom are suf-
fering?

Some opportunistic political leaders around 
the world might take advantage of the public 
uncertainty and apprehension about the future 
to impose authoritarian rule, even suspending 
long-held democratic traditions.

But this is not the way to go. We need more 
accountability and transparency, greater checks 
and balances through institutions like parlia-
ment.

Isn’t it about time we put people first and 
move towards more sustainable sectors of the 
economy? Are those reaping billions of ringgit 
in profits from almost monopolistic sectors be-
ing taxed enough?

French economist Gabriel Zucman, in a book 
he co-authored with another French economist, 
found that the 400 wealthiest Americans pay a 
lower effective tax rate than any other income 
group – lower than nurses and cleaners!

Other billionaires and wealthy individuals 
stash their riches in tax havens abroad, or they 
may buy choice properties in exclusive areas 
in the West.

Some argue against higher taxes for the 
wealthy as they feel it would discourage the 
wealthy from investing or doing business in 
the country. But the US economy grew fast in 
the early 1950s, when its top tax rate was over 
90 per cent. And among the happiest countries 
in the world are those Nordic countries where 

people enjoy strong social security support fi-
nanced by higher taxes.

It is time we stop this fixation with “econom-
ic growth”. Much of the economic growth has 
come at a huge cost to society – pollution, loss 
of forests and parks, greenhouse gas emissions, 
toxic waste, loss of biodiversity.

And much of the wealth generated has been 
concentrated in fewer and fewer hands.

Neoliberal economic policies have led to 
the deregulation of the financial sector, which 
in turn has led to the financialisation of the 
economy. Huge amounts of excess wealth are 
then invested in unproductive, even unsustain-
able sectors eg high-end property development 
and land reclamation to create playgrounds for 
the wealthy.

Neoliberalism has had a free run since the 
Margaret Thatcher-Ronald Reagan years of 
the 1980s and the collapse of the Soviet Union. 
Around the world, we have witnessed the pri-
vatisation of essential services, budget cuts for 
public hospitals and universities along with tax 
cuts for the wealthy.

Survival of the fittest was the name of the 
game, and people grew more self-centred and 
selfish in a cut-throat world.

Isn’t it time for a transformed world that will 
reverse this trend and create a more humane 
and sustainable world, as part of the Great 
Awakening?

Instead of competition, it is time to promote 
cooperation. Instead of me-first – community 
solidarity. Instead of waste and pollution – re-
generation and new life.

This coming Pentecost, let us give real mean-
ing to Romans 8:

22 We are well aware that the whole crea-
tion, until this time, has been groaning in 
labour pains.
23 And not only that: we too, who have the 
first-fruits of the Spirit, even we are groan-
ing inside ourselves, waiting with eager-
ness for our bodies to be set free.

‘Business as usual’ — or 
end of  the neoliberal era?

Sunday Observer
By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

This Sunday rounds out the seven Sundays 
of Easter, the season of the Church’s ex-

plicit celebration of the Resurrection and its 
meaning for Christian life. At the same time, 
this seventh Sunday, coming between Ascen-
sion Thursday and Pentecost Sunday, focuses 
exquisitely on the transition between the 
departure of Jesus' physical presence to his 
followers and the birth of the Church with 
the end-time outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
Granted that we later generations of Chris-
tians live in an era long after Pentecost, there 
is something about this transitional moment, 
which Luke symbolises as a ten-day segue, 
that can help us understand our own moment 
in salvation history.

Today’s First Reading gives us Luke’s 
snapshot of the apostles and other disciples 
gathered in prayer in that interval of time. 
While they were still gaping at the sky after 
the Ascension, angels sent them back into the 
rest of history with a jibe: “Men of Galilee, 
why are you standing there looking at the 
sky?”

Instinctively, they gather with the rest of 
the little band of disciples in the upper room, 
where some of them had shared the Last Sup-
per with their master. Luke will note that they 
number about 120. This numeric note is more 
than mere census; the multiple of twelve un-

derscores Luke’s conviction that this Jerusa-
lem community of “Jews for Jesus” begins to 
fulfil the ancient expectation that “The Age to 
Come” would entail the restoration of Israel. 
The list of eleven disciples is conspicuous for 
the absence of Judas. The first agenda item 
for this post-Ascension community will be 
the restoration of the core group to the num-
ber twelve, showing the apostolic concern for 
restoring the number to the very meaning of 
Jesus’ original choice of a symbolic Twelve.

The mention of “Mary the mother of Je-
sus” recalls the only other times Luke refers 
to Jesus' mother by name, the accounts of the 
conception (Lk 1:27) and the birth (Lk 2:5) 
of Jesus. The mention of her by name here 
in Acts underscores the fact that a new birth 
in the power of the Spirit is about to occur, 
the birth of the Church on Pentecost. Like 
Jesus praying after the baptism at the Jordan 
River, just before a fresh manifestation of the 
Holy Spirit in his life, the 120 in the upper 
room “devoted themselves with one accord to 
prayer.” (Lk 1:14)

Though we live long after Pentecost, 
Luke’s scenario reminds us of some peren-
nial realities about being Church. Though life 
in the community of faith requires plenty of 
nitty-gritty administrative tasks (like electing 
a replacement for Judas), at the end of the day, 

the Church takes its life from an act of God. 
Like the birth of Jesus itself, the Church is 
conceived and brought to birth by the Holy 
Spirit. As in its inception, the continued life 
of the Church demands ongoing communal 
prayer and openness to the Spirit, never for-
getting that we always pray with Mary.

In this Sunday’s Gospel, John addresses 
many of these same post- Easter realities 
couched in much different language in the 
prayer of Jesus concluding his Last Supper 
farewell discourses. As in Acts 1, the focus 
of John 17 is on the transition between the 
earthly ministry of Jesus and the life of the 
post-Easter Church.

To modern ears not attuned to the biblical 
roots of the New Testament writing, talk of 
“glory” can carry vague and sentimental as-
sociations. But for people of John's and Jesus’ 
time and place, glory meant the visible mani-
festation of God’s presence and power. We 
first meet this meaning of “glory” in John’s 
prologue:

“And the Word became flesh
and made his dwelling among us,
and we saw his glory,
the glory as of the Father’s only Son,

full of grace and truth.” (Jn 1:14)
The incarnation of the eternal and creative 

Word in Jesus is the manifestation of the pres-
ence of God in the humanity of Jesus. Here 
in the prayer of John 17, Jesus refers to his 
public life as an expression of the glory of the 
Son's own pre-creation presence to the Father. 
Toward the end of the part quoted as today's 
Gospel, he says that he has been glorified in 
his disciples. This way of thinking led to our 
insight that the purpose of the Church is to be 
the primary sacrament of the incarnation. This 
sense of “glory” helps us understand Jesus' 
prayer at the end of John 17, where he says, 
“I have given them the glory you gave me, so 
that they may be one, as we are one, I in them 
and you in me, that they may be brought to 
perfection as one, that the world may know 
that you sent me, and that you loved them 
even as you loved me,” (Jn 17:22-23)  — By 
Prof Emeritus Fr Dennis Hamm, SJ

7th Sunday of Easter
Readings: Acts of the Apostle 1:12-14;

1 Peter 4:13-16;
Gospel: John 17:1-11a

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

Seventh Sunday of Easter: Between Ascension and Pentecost
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Archbishop Poh advocates 
caution in reopening 
places of worship
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According to the Media Statement 
issued by the Ministry of National 
Unity dated 21/5/2020, approval has 
been given by the National Security 
Council (NSC) to selected places 
of worship located in green zones 
(COVID-19 free districts) to allow 
them to open their premises to the 
public for worship in accordance 
with the SOP issued by the NSC.

As of this morning, we have yet 
to receive confirmation from the au-
thorities concerning the above and 
we have received no further news 
apart from what was released to the 
public.

The Catholic Church has submit-
ted a list of churches from several 
dioceses under the Bishops Confer-
ence of Malaysia to the Ministry of 
National Unity. We have no news 
with regards to churches that had 
been selected, neither are we privy 
to the criteria for selection apart 
from the requirement that the church 
must be located in a green zone.

The Catholic Church is aware that 
our members are eagerly waiting to 
return to their respective churches 
but we would ask them to be patient. 
We must weigh different consid-
erations before we decide to reopen 
our churches, namely compliance 
with the restrictions imposed by the 

government, current development 
of this health crisis which remains 
volatile, advice of our medical and 
public health consultants, and ca-
pacity of the identified parishes to 
meet the demands of the SOP and 
other public health protocols.

We will continue to provide spir-
itual support to our community 
through various initiatives, espe-
cially the live streaming of Masses.

Since the start of the suspension of 
public Masses, the Catholic Bishops 
have dispensed the faithful from the 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass 
and Holy Days of obligation. This 
dispensation remains in force for all 
the faithful even if some parishes are 
allowed to resume Masses in a lim-
ited and restricted way based on the 
NSC’s SOP.

Let us continue to pray for our 
frontliners, especially those who are 
in healthcare and let us never aban-
don our trust in God to bring about a 
resolution to this crisis.

(Ms) Patricia Pereira
Communications and Media 
Relations Officer
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur
Tel: 016-6368983

May 22, 2020

Reopening of churches 
for public worship

KUCHING: The Association of 
Churches in Sarawak (ACS) sup-
ports the Unit For Other Religions’ 
(UNIFOR) recent decision to con-
tinue suspending all church activi-
ties until the Conditional Move-
ment Control Order (CMCO) ends 
on June 9.

Chairman of ACS Archbishop 
Simon Poh said they had in fact 
suspended their Sunday services 
from March 15 before the first 
phase of the MCO was enforced on 
March 18.

“As Christians in Sarawak, we 
have been supporting our state to 
contain COVID-19. We have come 
to realise the importance of social 
distancing to stop any new clus-
ter,” he said in a statement to The 
Borneo Post’s sister paper Utusan 
Borneo May 15.

He said UNIFOR director Rich-
ard Lon had issued permission to 
ACS to live stream Sunday ser-
vices with every phase of the MCO 
and CMCO, which had greatly as-
sisted the ACS in obtaining police 
permit. 

Since May 12, in line with Fed-
eral Laws, the government has 
allowed the opening of certain 

sectors of business and offices. 
Similarly, Sarawak UNIFOR has 
also issued permissions for Church 
offices throughout Sarawak to be 
opened. However, he added that 
Catholic Churches and many other 
churches are proceeding cautiously 
and slowly.”

He disclosed that although staff 
in parish offices have returned to 
work, they remain operating be-
hind closed doors, undergoing 
training to deal with the eventual 
opening to the public. All neces-
sary precautionary measures must 
be put in place.

Even when churches are allowed 

to open, he said churchgoers would 
need to adhere to social distancing 
and other safety precautions, lead-
ing to reduced seating capacity and 
the need for more services.

“When churches are allowed to 
re-open, I would like to encour-
age the elderly and those with pre-
existing medical conditions to stay 
safe at home and continue worship-
ping via live streaming.

“Parents would also be discour-
aged from bringing their children 
to church as it would be difficult for 
them to keep social distancing and 
to refrain from touching their faces 
and things around them,” he added.

Archbishop Poh stressed that it 
would be prudent to re-start slowly 
to ensure there would not be a sec-
ond wave.

“It is this sacrifice made by peo-
ple of all religions together that will 
eventually ensure that our society 
and especially our churches will be 
safe for worship in the near future,” 
he added.

“All should also be kind and 
considerate, and extend help to 
those in need during this pandemic. 
Above all pray, keep faith and trust 
in God,” he added. — Borneo Post

Archbishop Simon Poh

CCM Churches to 
remain closed for 

worship during CMCO
In response to the official announcement made by the authorities 
about the conditional opening up of religious places of worship fol-
lowing the latest SOP, the Heads of Churches of our Council have 
decided to continue to KEEP CHURCHES CLOSED until the MCO 
is lifted and there is assurance from the Ministry of Health that 
COVID19 no longer poses a threat to the general public.

Whether that will be June 10th, will be reviewed judiciously when 
the time comes.

We seek to PRIORITIZE the safety of our people as our para-
mount spiritual duty. The current situation is still very precarious 
and volatile.

In keeping with our spiritual obligations and social responsibility, 
we shall continue to pray and worship at our homes, and also offer 
ONLINE STREAMING of our worship services on Sundays.

As we continue to battle the COVID19 pandemic together, we take 
this opportunity to salute the frontliners who are working tirelessly 
and selflessly in order to keep the rest of us safe.

May God continue to bless, protect and guide our nation.
Stay at home. pray at home, and let us carry one another’s burdens 

for the good of the nation.

Rev. Dr. Hermen Shastri
The General Secretary
of the Council of Churches of Malaysia.

May 21, 2020

HOUSTON: A Catholic church in 
Houston has closed its doors af-
ter five of its leaders tested posi-
tive for COVID-19, including two 
priests who had helped celebrate 
public masses which had resumed 
earlier this month.

The closure and positive tests 
come after a priest from Holy 
Ghost parish, 79-year-old Don-
nell Kirchner, died last week. He 
was diagnosed with pneumonia, 
but health officials are determining 
whether he might have contracted 
the virus before he died on May 
13.

Kirchner went to an urgent care 
clinic and later to a hospital emer-
gency room. But after being re-
leased, he went back to the home 
he shared with members of his 
religious order, the Archdiocese of 
Galveston-Houston said May 18 in 
a statement.

Masses at the church had re-
sumed May 2 as part of Gov. Greg 
Abbott’s plan to reopen the state in 
phases from coronavirus restric-
tions. Sunday Masses had never 
exceeded 179 people, or about 20 
per cent of the church’s seating ca-
pacity, the diocese said.

The diocese previously said 
churches would keep attendance at 
25 per cent capacity, have people 
wear masks and enforce social dis-
tancing. Church personnel would 
also sanitise commonly used sur-

faces such as pews between ser-
vices.

Members of Kirchner’s reli-
gious order are asymptomatic but 
are being quarantined. The diocese 
encouraged anyone who attended 
Masses at Holy Ghost to get tested 
as a precaution.

Texas reported more than 1,200 
new COVID-19 cases reported 
May 19 as the total cases reported 
since the state’s first case was re-
ported March 17 neared 50,000 
cases. Of those, 22 patients died 
May 19 of COVID-19-related ill-
nesses to bring the overall death 

toll to 1,369, the Texas Depart-
ment of State Health Services re-
ported. The true number is likely 
higher because many people have 
not been tested, and studies sug-
gest people can be infected and not 
feel sick.

For most people, the coronavi-
rus causes mild or moderate symp-
toms, such as fever and cough that 
clear up in two to three weeks. For 
some, especially older adults and 
people with existing health prob-
lems, it can cause more severe 
illness, including pneumonia, and 
death. — NCR

Houston Catholic church opens but closes 
again after five leaders get COVID-19

The Holy Ghost Catholic Church has shut its doors again after a priest died 
and five leaders contracted COVID-19. (photo/Chron.com)
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St Michael’s Church (SMC) BEC 
gatherings have had mixed re-

sults during the Movement Control 
Order (MCO) which has stretched 
over two months now.

Some of the BEC groups have 
not met since many of the members 
are seniors who are not well-versed 
with video conferencing through 
the various options.

Others, like St Joan of Arc BEC, 
which has seven families, had their 
last BEC gathering just before the 
MCO.

Its coordinator, Rita Anthony, 
said she still calls up the BEC mem-

bers often, informing them of BEC 
reflections and also giving them 
messages from SMC parish priest 
Fr Anthony Liew.

“I also pass on the links given for 
online Mass daily and for weekend 
Masses,” she said.

She said usually BEC members 
need a little push, and since May is 
the Rosary month, she has taken to 
keeping in touch with the members 
more often, reminding them to re-
cite the rosary daily.

Agnes Wong said she commu-
nicates with her BEC members 
through WhatsApp.

“BEC St Faustina has 
16 families on What-

sApp. Every day a family 
leads the Rosary with a voice 
recording of *In the name of 
the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit* in Tamil/
English at 8.00pm. Then eve-
ryone continues the Rosary 
in their home.” 

“During this time of Con-
ditional Movement 

Control Order (CMCO), espe-
cially in the Marian month of 
May, the members of BECs of 
St Peter, St Paul and St Joan 
are praying the Rosary as a 
community in our own homes. 
Besides the Rosary and Litany, 
we also say the prayer of our 
beloved Pope Francis, focus-
ing on the intentions to help al-
leviate the current COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“We have 31 families who 
committed to this endeavour. 
On their given dates, they take 
a picture or photo of their al-
tar and post in the WhatsApp 
group to signify the start of the 
Rosary at 8.30pm. 

“The feedback that we re-
ceived from some members: 
commitment, meaningful, 
bringing us closer and waiting 
eagerly everyday as one spirit 
to pray as one big family, al-
though missing the warmth, 
love and fellowship of each 
other and our Parish Priest, Fr 
Christopher W. Soosaipillai.”

Praying and helping the poor

“The majority of our BEC members are senior citizens. Most are 
either living alone or with their spouse only. We tried to start 

with Zoom to communicate, but most of them could not participate. 
So we just pray the Rosary at a fixed time in our respective homes 
with the E-Booklet.” — Adeline Teng, BEC St Alphonsus Liguori

“On the advice of our parish 
priest, Fr Victor Louis, we 

embarked in reaching out to our 
members through the internet and 
social media, eg WhatsApp and     
Facebook. 

“By using WhatsApp, we man-
aged to group the members after tak-
ing their particulars, for ease of com-
munication and to keep members’ 
faith alive, as we communicate with 
each other by using this app. Fr Vic-
tor also continuously sends out let-
ters from our Penang Diocese, shar-
ing videoclips, sharing live steaming 
Mass daily and weekend etc. 

“By using social media, we are 
able to know the current situation of 
all members in the BEC. We have 
25 area BEC leaders in this group 

WhatsApp. Each shares with their 
respective BEC members.

“We also pray the Rosary together 
with Fr Victor at 9.00pm daily, using 
WhatsApp, where we pray together 
with all the other parishioners.

“Beside this, some of our BEC 
members actively contributed cash 
and foodstuffs under the leadership 
of Mervin (Asst Area Leader), Cath-
erine, Urish, Edmund, Linda, and 
Dr William of Taman Ria/Ria Jaya 
BEC. The youth helped to distribute 
the goodies to the people in need.

“The youth are the most active 
in our BEC, from Taman Ria & 
Ria Jaya. They normally will be on 
Zoom video, having online discus-
sion among themselves.” — Elenor 
Tan, Area BEC Coordinator

“I created a WhatsApp group for 
my BEC, as many other BECs 

in St Anthony Parish have done.
“During this MCO, our commu-

nication is only through WhatsApp 
and phone calls. In Bagan Datuk, 
we have the Chapel of Our Lady of 
Fatima. In celebrating the feast of 
Our Lady of Fatima, we conducted 
Novena Prayers from May 4 till 
May 12 at home. I share the novena 

prayers through WhatsApp and all 
families follow the prayer in their 
respective homes at a certain time.  

“Through WhatsApp also we col-
lected donations through various 
BEC and ministry leaders to help 
the needy and those in poverty. We 
managed to help 30 families both 
from our parishioners and non-
parishioners.” — John Joseph,       
Coordinator

“We do not have BEC in our area as we are the only Catho-
lic family. However, my husband William and I are active 

members of Legion of Mary. Our son Matthew Jasper is an altar 
server and an auxiliary member of the Legion of Mary. In our Prae-
sidium, Minor of Justice, we have 10 members, under the St Ignatius 
Church, Kelana Jaya. During the MCO/CMCO we hold our weekly 
meetings using Messenger (General Conference) where all members 
are linked online. We do our Legion prayers and Rosary.

We contact people and pray with them on the phone during this 
restricted period and console and comfort them too.

Generally, our activities are home visits, hospital visits, orphanage 
visits, prison visits and contact works as well. — Vivien & William 
Tan

“We first had the BECCOT 
meeting via Zoom video 

conferencing for the month of 
April 2020. Then on May 4, 2020 
BEC coordinators had their first 

Rosary prayer via video confer-
encing. Most BECs are using this 
online platform and convene for 
Rosary prayers for this month of 
May.

“There is no specific activ-
ity. We only share the 

BEC Monthly Reflection sheet 
on our BEC WhatsApp and 
get BEC members to donate 
to help raise funds for the Par-
ish Office of Human Devel-
opment. This is also what the 
other BECs are doing to help.

“We also reached out to a 
BEC member who is poor with 
provisions. — Vincent Tey

This week, we feature how the BECs are helping to keep 
Catholics connected to their faith and with one another.

BEC St Philip, Church of  St Anthony, Teluk Intan, Perak

BEC St Faustina, 
Good Shepherd 
Church, KL

St Ignatius Church, Kelana Jaya

BEC St Joseph 1, Church of  the Sacred 
Heart of  Jesus, KL

BECs St Peter, St Paul and St Joan,  
Good Shepherd Church, KL

St Michael’s Church, Ipoh

Church of  Christ the King, Sg Petani, Kedah

BEC St Luke, 
Church of  the 
Holy Family, 
Johor



This year, Pope Francis has 
devoted his Communica-

tions Sunday message to story-
telling. He stresses on the im-
portance of good stories - stories 
that build up, not tear down; 
stories that help us rediscover 
our roots and the strength need-
ed to move forward together.

However, it is not a matter of 
simply telling stories as such, 
or of advertising ourselves but, 
rather, of remembering who 
and what we are in God’s eyes, 
bearing witness to what the 
Spirit writes in our hearts and 
revealing to everyone that his 
or her story contains marvellous 
things.

On this page, we feature how 
the various arch/dioceses are 
telling stories.

Read Pope Francis’ full mes-
sage on World Communications 
Day here.

Pope Francis poses for a photo with members of Italian family associations at the Vatican June 18, 
2018. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

Due to the Movement Control Order 
(MCO) by the Malaysian Govern-

ment to curb the spread of the COVID-19 
outbreak, St Mary’s Cathedral took the ini-
tiative to launch a series of hour-long radio 
broadcasts beginning April 27, 2020.

Parish Priest Fr David A. Garaman said 
the radio broadcasts are intended to reach 
those who cannot watch live streamed Holy 
Mass. 

The broadcast contains spiritual input 
such as morning praise and worship songs, 
gospel readings and short gospel reflections 
and prayers. Daily scripture readings and 
reflections are given in Bahasa Malaysia 
and English. Fr David hopes that Chinese 
segments would be broadcast later as well.

‘Casual’  slots (slot santai) are also in-
cluded between spiritual songs to give op-
portunity for people to send their wishes to 
their loved ones. Listeners are encouraged 
to compose spiritual songs or sing covers 
for the radio programme. The broadcasts 
will continue until the end of the MCO or 

according to current needs and circum-
stances.  

The broadcasts can be followed from 
Monday to Friday, 9.00 am - 10.00 am. 
Please click: bit.ly/themariansfm. 

“Jesus used parables and stories to con-
vey God’s love and mercy. These 

were the instruments that helped many 
come to know of a Father who loves them 
intimately. Do you believe that He can use 
yours too?,”Archbishop William Goh asks 
in a video clip which has been posted on 
social media.

Your story is like no other that exists. 

Make an impact in someone’s life today. 
Be the messenger that God has called you 
to be. Share your story.

Singaporeans have been urged to post 
their God-encounter on their social media 
accounts and to  #WCDweavingstories and 
tag  @catholic.sg! They are also encour-
aged to tag their friends to share their sto-
ries too.
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Fr David Garaman with DJ Ewod (Seminarian 
Edward Yahan).

“That you may tell your children 
and grandchildren” (Ex 10:2) 

Life becomes history

celebrating tHe 54tH World communications day — may 24, 2020

A ZOOM webinar was 
held on May 23 which 
was open to all commu-
nicators! Writers, Jour-
nalists, Photographers, 
Videographers, Editors, 
Artists, Marketers, Peo-
ple in Radio and TV, PR 
and Communications 
Professionals, Volunteers 
and Enthusiasts! Every-
one has a story.

Discover the art of 
#weavingstories through 
with God, as we bear 
witness to the marvel-
lous things that the Holy 
Spirit has written in our 
hearts.

Due to the Movement Control Order, no 
gatherings are allowed.

Hence, many enterprising individuals 
have worked together to make their pres-
ence felt in the virtual world and help eve-
ryone to tell their stories of faith. 
Among the sites are:
● Catholics@home A Malaysian Podcast 
for you and your family as we discuss daily 
issues and trending topics from a Catholic 
perspective.
● Jamming4 Jesus Under Catholics@
home, this initiative aims at bringing to-
gether musicians to praise God, for he is our 
life and our strength.
● Latte with Jesus Streamed live by the 
Community Action Network (CAN), Latte 
With Jesus is a new series started by CAN 
to talk about faith under today’s MCO en-
vironment.
● 2 minutes with Jesus An invitation to 
spend just two minutes a day with a com-
munity praying about the simplest things — 
literally anything and/or everything.

A blessing will be imparted to 
all media practitioners through 
their media gadgets before 
the final blessing at the live-
streamed weekend Masses.

Diocese of Keningau archDiocese of Kota Kinabalu

Through its diocesan newspaper                             
Catholic Sabah, members of the media 
have been invited to share their reflec-
tions on the 2020 Communications Sun-
day message.

Diocese of sanDaKan archDiocese of singapore

archDiocese of Kuala lumpur

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/communications/documents/papa-francesco_20200124_messaggio-comunicazioni-sociali.html
https://www.facebook.com/CANMalaysia/
https://www.facebook.com/CatholicsAtHome/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPVl-6uyBI9-a1XKz4hbHEg/videos
https://www.facebook.com/2minutesJesus/
https://www.facebook.com/Catholic.Sg/videos/892833024548303/
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEpdOmsqjsuHdeFN3A3T7sS9Yt7YvR3dw0B?fbclid=IwAR3cWtAS57XjzU-X9EVaZig-vYoNnMndF7151bw2THTWPMAROJDKzidiN7g


KUALA LUMPUR: This year 
marks the 103rd anniversary of 
the first apparition of Our Lady 
to three shepherd children in the 
small village of Fatima, Portugal 
in 1917. Thus, in the Catholic 
world, May is the month of Mary, 
and most faithful honour the 
Queen of Heaven in some way.

On the home front, Our Lady of 
Fatima (OLF) usually celebrates 
the Parish Feast this month, with 
a nine-day novena or a triduum, 
culminating in a special Mass, a 
procession around its neighbour-
hood and fellowship among pa-
rishioners.

In comes 2020! To borrow a 
line from the Disney animated 
feature film Aladdin’s soundtrack, 
(it’s) “A whole new world, a new 
fantastic point of view” — which 
pretty much describes our lives 
since the world met COVID-19. 
From work and family time to 
social gatherings and religious 
practises, online communication 
is the centre of our existence. And 
to parishioners of the 57-year old 
church, it was no different.

Parish administrator Fr Dr Clar-
ence Dass, who was already meet-
ing parish ministry coordinators 
in the cyber world for discussions 
and rosary recitations during 
Lent, proposed a virtual nine-day 
Rosary and novena prayer among 
the BECS and or ministries from 
May 5 – May 13. The parish pre-
pared daily prayer sheets in Tamil 
and English and this gave an add-
ed sense of unity and uniformity.

To some parishioners, it was 

their new normal while others 
found it a daunting concept but 
were willing to learn. A handful 
said, the spirit is willing but the 
technical side is a hindrance.

OLF BECCOT coordinator 
Margaret Raj said her Pantai Hill-
park BEC had two sessions daily, 
one at noon for the non-working 
members and another at 8 pm. Raj 
felt her community was praying 
together more during the Move-
ment Control Order (MCO).

To the Bangsar Baru 1 BEC, 
it’s not something new as they 
had been meeting online weekly 
to recite the Rosary since the 
MCO began. Coordinator Ruben 
Soosay said 10 to 12 members 

joined the virtual Novena to OLF 
and they felt closer as a BEC. He 
said many homebound members 
in his community felt extra con-
nected as everyone was linked 
through the communal prayers. 
Anna Fernandes said it gave a 
sense of togetherness and close-
ness despite the physical distanc-
ing, and (she found it) spiritually 
rewarding.

Of the 15 families that belong to 
the Jalan Berhala BEC, five faith-
fully join the nine-day Rosary no-
vena sessions via Zoom while the 
others prayed in unison, without 
the virtual link. The Coordinator, 
Stella Aloysius said, “To celebrate 
this way was challenging, as most 

of us are seniors in our commu-
nity, but it was ok to learn some-
thing new. Thank God for the 
technology that we could meet via 
Zoom and say the Rosary.”

As for the St Gabriel’s BEC of 
Bangsar Park, this novena session 
was the first time many “saw” 
each other in almost two months. 
An average of nine families took 
part in the daily prayer via Zoom, 
others joined in spirit. Its former 
coordinator said, “While severe 
lagging and teething challenges 
like forgetting to mute the mic 
made it difficult to be immersed 
in a prayerful stance, being in the 
“company” of our community 
members in itself felt like a prayer 

wrapped in a warm hug.”
Kathleen Ponnachan of Taman 

Seputeh BEC said, “(Although) in 
isolation, we remain united in our 
love for Our Lady of Fatima. We 
prayed, we sang and we touched 
base for nine days.”

Some BECs chose not to link 
online but said the prayers on 
their own.

BEC members were also 
thrilled when Fr Clarence and As-
sistant Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Ber-
nard Hyacinth SJ made an effort 
to join the Zoom Rosary novena 
at least once during the week.

Fr Clarence said, “I was en-
couraged to see many BECs us-
ing online technology to come to 
pray together. I was happy to join 
them. Friendship and fellowship 
were certainly evident but in a 
new way.”

On the morning of May 13, Frs 
Clarence and Bernard informed 
parishioners that in honour of 
the Parish’s feastday, they would 
celebrate the Mass by Archdio-
ceses of Kuala Lumpur. Besides 
Holy Week, it clocked one of the 
highest live views for the ArchKL 
weekday Masses since the MCO 
began.

Though we missed the priests’ 
insightful sharing during the 
Feastday celebrations, receiv-
ing the Holy Eucharist, profess-
ing our faith and fellowshipping 
with parishioners, we are grateful 
for technology and for platforms 
through which we can still con-
nect and unite in Jesus’ name. — 
By Gwen Manickam

Fatima Church celebrates 
feastday with nine-day rosary

KUCHING: The nationwide re-
sponse to the COVID-19 pan-
demic with the Movement Control 
Order (MCO) on March 18, 2020 
caught many by surprise, not so 
much by the fact of its implemen-
tation or the strictness of its adher-
ence to, but more by the prolonga-
tion of the lockdown.

Expectations that it would last 
anywhere from 14 days to a month 
soon melted as the MCO dragged 
into weeks and months (at the time 
of writing, the MCO has entered 
its “conditional” phase and pro-
jected to tentatively end on June 9, 
2020). While this is all necessary 
and for the greater common good 
of flattening the infection curve 
and therefore not overwhelming 
our healthcare system, it has also 
brought a humanitarian crisis of 
massive job losses and food short-
ages among those who are paid 
daily for their labour. A large pro-
portion of this group is none other 
than the foreign migrants in our 
midst. 

Eking out a subsistence living 
even in the best of times, the MCO 
has proven disastrous for many 
migrants who firstly, could not 
travel home because of the closure 

of our borders and secondly, could 
not get out of their shanty dwell-
ings to buy food on account of ei-
ther having used up their savings 
(as the MCO prolonged) or fear of 
being stopped by the authorities at 
road blocks. While some employ-
ers did provide basic rations, this 
ran out after the few first weeks. 
A number of the migrant commu-
nities were remotely located and 
nowhere near to a sundry shop, let 
alone a supermarket, to allow for 
the purchase of basic supplies. Be-
ing foreigners, they did not qualify 
for government assistance either. 
In short, their situation deterio-
rated rapidly. 

Responding to the calls for help 
from the communities within 
the city and the greater Kuching 
area, the Ministry to Migrants of 
the Archdiocese of Kuching em-
barked on a food aid distribution 
after collecting data on migrants’ 
numbers, location and types of aid 
needed. With immediate support 
from Archbishop Simon Poh, who 
made the formal application to the 
State Welfare Department as well 
as the State Police to distribute 
food aid during the MCO, things 
started to happen.

With funding coming from the 
archdiocese as well as generous 
contributions from parishioners, a 
team of a dozen volunteers gath-
ered (with safe distancing, face 
mask and face shield) to load three 
vans (two on kind loan from St Pe-
ter’s College) and private MPVs 
with food packs prepared by con-
tracted supermarkets. Over three 
days (May 6, 7 and 9), the food aid 
convoy travelled all over the city 
and its outskirts as far as Samara-
han and into the district of Bau to 
effect the distribution. In total, 525 
migrants received 445 packs of 
food supplies good for two weeks. 
Some were also given small cash 
handouts as well as milk powder 
for families with infants.

The reaction from the migrants 
speak for themselves as numerous 
texts flowed in with messages of 
gratitude.

The Ministry to Migrants is well 
aware that these brothers and sis-
ters helped are just the representa-
tive faces of many, many more 
who continue to be in dire need of 
assistance. It will be the combined 
effort of all aid agencies, church 
groups, NGOs, other religious 
and secular groups, in collabora-

tion with the government and with 
each other, that will  ultimately see 
that as many migrants are reached 
as logistically possible.

For the interim, the message 
must go out that there are people 
in need all around, always but es-
pecially in this time of the coro-
navirus lockdown. Whether they 
be locals or foreigners, all are the 

face of Christ whom everyone 
is called to serve. Starting with 
a prayer and a thought for them, 
one can progress on to financial 
aid and the physical lending of 
a hand in giving that first cup of 
cold water in the Lord’s name (Mt. 
10:42). Ad Maiorem Dei Gloriam! 
— By Fr Alvin Ng, SJ, Today’s                
Catholic

Migrant Ministry gives food aid to foreign migrants

Volunteers with the prepared food packs. (Today’s Catholic photo)

BECs from Our Lady of Fatima Church praying the rosary via Zoom.
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NEW DELHI: Most priests of 
Faridabad diocese in northern In-
dia have decided to give up one 
month’s salary as the nationwide 
lockdown has dried up church in-
come.

On May 17, the head of the 
Syro-Malabar diocese, Archbish-
op Kuriakose Bharanikulangara, 
announced a 50 per cent reduction 
in the annual fees from parishes to 
the diocesan curia.

These developments took place 
from the day India extended the 
lockdown for the fourth time. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
imposed the lockdown from mid-
night of March 24 to contain the 
coronavirus. It will now end on 
May 31. Initially, it was for 21 
days, then it was extended to May 
3 and then to May 17.

The lockdown has dried up 
Sunday collections and donations 
as churches are closed for pub-
lic worship, says a press release 
from the public relations officer 
of the diocese that covers the na-

tional capital, Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, 
Ladakh, Punjab and parts of Uttar 
Pradesh.

The PRO, Fr Ginto Tom, says 
some parishes now struggle to 
meet expenses, including the 
monthly salary of their priests.

“In this context, the clergy of 
the Faridabad diocese has come 
up with a gesture of magnanim-

ity and generosity to give up one 
month’s salary to alleviate the bur-
den of the parish and community,” 
the PRO said.

Fr Tom points out that the 
priests’ acceptance of the “salary 
challenge” and the diocesan deci-
sion to halve the parish contribu-
tion come at a time when some 
other dioceses have called for 
greater contributions and collec-
tions from their people.

The “gesture of solidarity of 
these priests should be appreci-
ated,” he adds.

The “salary challenge” was 
first made by the federal govern-
ment on April 30 to raise funds for 
COVID-19 resistance activities.

The revenue department asked 
its officers to donate one day’s sal-
ary every month for a full fiscal 
year until March 2021 to assist the 
government in its battle against 
Covid-19.

On May 14, Indian President 
Ram Nath Kovind decided to 
forego 30 per cent of his salary for 

the whole year, apart from direct-
ing officials to adopt other auster-
ity measures.

The president’s domestic tours 
will be substantially reduced, 
guest lists as well as food menus 
at official ceremonies will be 
cut and plans to purchase a new 
Presidential Limousine have been 
deferred, said a press note from 
Rashtrapati Bhavan.

In Faridabad diocese, Archbish-
op Bharanikulangara hailed his 
priests’ decision as “a praisewor-
thy move” and it was a church-
level salary challenge.

“When my parishes struggle 
to survive, some not having suf-
ficient amount to pay even the 
salaries, the diocesan leadership 
understood that and offered a con-
siderable reduction of 50 per cent 
in the annual fees from the par-
ishes.”

Fr Tom says the diocesan lead-
ership has designed a programme 
to support those priests who can-
not join the “salary challenge” be-

cause of personal circumstances.
PJ Thomas, secretary of the di-

ocesan pastoral council, termed as 
“commendable and remarkable” 
the priests’ decision “to respond 
positively to the financial difficul-
ties of the parish” they serve.

According to the lay leader, the 
diocesan leadership “is respond-
ing with a sense of reality during 
the lockdown.”

Fr Tom says all 32 parishes 
and 12 mission stations under 
Faridabad are Catholic and man-
age with the “generous donations” 
of their members, who are all mi-
grants from Kerala, a southern 
Indian state. “Since there are no 
Sunday collections, many parish-
es are in a miserable state even for 
essential expenses,” he adds.

The diocese is served by 38 di-
ocesan and 24 religious priests.

The priest also points out that 
the parishes in Kerala manage 
with rent from buildings, and in-
come from land institutions. — 
By Jose Kavi, Matters India

Archbishop Kuriakose 
Bharanikulangara

NEW DELHI: National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA) 
has extended the nationwide lock-
down until May 31.

NDMA has asked all the Minis-
tries and Departments of Govern-
ment of India, State Governments 
and State Authorities to continue 
the lockdown measures in the 
country.

The third phase of the lock-
down ended May 17. NDMA has 
also directed the National Execu-
tive Committee to issue modified 
guidelines for the fourth phase of 
lockdown commencing May 18 
keeping in view the need to open 
up economic activities while con-
taining the spread of COVID-19.

The guidelines issued by the 
Home Ministry specify the Na-
tional Directives for COVID-19 
management, which shall apply to 
public places and workplaces. Un-
der these guidelines, wearing of 
face covers is compulsory, spitting 

will be punishable with a fine, and 
social distancing is to be followed 
by all persons in public places and 
in transport.

AIR Correspondent reports that 
marriage related gatherings shall 
not have more than 50 guests. For 
funerals and last rites, the maxi-
mum number of persons allowed 
has been kept at 20.

Consumption of liquor, paan, 
gutkha and tobacco is not allowed 
in public places. The practice of 
work from home should be fol-
lowed to the maximum extent 
possible, and staggering of work 
hours should be adopted.

There should be provision for 
thermal scanning, hand wash-
ing and sanitisers at all entry and 
exit points and common areas. 
In workplaces, social distancing 
should be ensured through meas-
ures like adequate distance be-
tween workers and adequate gaps 
between shifts. — Matters India

Nationwide lockdown 
extended fourth time

Priests accept “Salary challenge,” 
give up monthly salary
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Migrant labourers undergo thermal screening as they arrive at Howrah station 
in a special train from Mumbai, during the ongoing nationwide COVID-19 
lockdown, in Kolkata on May 17, 2020. (photo/Times of India)

VATICAN: Mission, explains Pope 
Francis, is not the fruit of the ap-
plication of “secular notions of 
activism or technical-professional 
competence,” but is born from the 
“overflowing joy” that “the Lord 
gives us,” which is the fruit of the 
Holy Spirit. 

This joy, which no one can acquire 
on their own initiative, is a grace. Be-
ing missionary means reverberating 
the great and unmerited gift that has 
been received; that is, reflecting the 
light of Another, as the moon reflects 
the light of the sun. “In every human 
context,” the Pope writes, “witnesses 
are those who vouch for what some-
one else has done. In this sense, and 
only in this sense, can we be witness-
es of Christ and His Spirit.” 

It is that mysterium lunae, the 
mystery of the moon, so dear to the 
Fathers of the Church of the first 
century, which makes clear that the 
Church lives moment by moment by 

the grace of Christ. Like the moon, 
the Church does not shine with her 
own light; and when she looks too 
much to herself or trusts in her own 
abilities, she ends up being self-ref-
erential and no longer gives light to 
anyone. 

The origin of this message is con-
tained in the Apostolic Exhortation 
Evangelii gaudium, the text that has 
charted the path of the present pon-
tificate. Pope Francis recalls that the 
proclamation of the Gospel and the 
profession of the Christian faith are 
something entirely different from 
any kind of political, cultural, psy-
chological, or religious proselyt-
ism. The Church grows in the world 
through attraction, and “If one fol-
lows Jesus, happy to be attracted by 
him, others will take notice.  They 
may even be astonished.”

The message to the POM makes 
clear the Pope’s intention to curb 
the tendency to consider mission 

as something elitist, to be directed 
and managed from behind a desk 
by means of strategies that achieve 
a certain “awareness” through dis-
cussions, appeals, activism, training 
programmes. It is clear, too, from the 
papal test published today that the 
Bishop considers this a present risk; 
and so his words have relevance far 
beyond the Pontifical Mission So-
cieties to whom they are addressed. 
To avoid self-absorption, control 
anxiety, and the delegation of mis-
sionary activity to “a superior class 
of specialists” who see ordinary 
baptised people as an inert mass to 
be reanimated and mobilised, Pope 
Francis recalls some of the distinc-
tive traits of Christian mission: grati-
tude and gratuitousness; humility; 
closeness to people’s lives, meeting 
them where and as they are; and a 
preference for the little ones and for 
the poor. — By Andrea Tornielli, 
Vatican News

Mission is not a programme of 
strategies and planning

Archbishop Felix Toppo of Ranchi prays on April 7 at the opening of a community kitchen to feed stranded people in 
the state capital of Jharkhand state. (UCA News photo)



Pope Francis celebrates Mass in the 
chapel of his residence, the Casa 
Santa Marta, at the Vatican May 11, 
2020. (CNS/Vatican Media)
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VATICAN: Given the huge im-
pact technology and artificial in-
telligence will have on humanity 
and the environment, the Pontifi-
cal Academy for Life is seeking 
to foster more ethical and moral 
reflection.

In another major step contrib-
uting to this industry-wide dis-
cussion, a team of experts from 
the academy has authored an ar-
ticle that was published May 11 
in Nature Machine Intelligence. 
An offshoot of Nature, the on-
line-only journal specialises in 
interdisciplinary approaches to 
machine learning, robotics and 
artificial intelligence.

Titled Contributions from the 
Catholic Church to ethical re-
flections in the digital era, the 
article emphasises the ways the 
Church can bring many different 
voices to the global discussion 
about AI and help shape policies 
and development.

“The fast pace of digital in-
novation and technological pro-
gress calls for profound ethical 
reflection” and ethical frame-
works, the article said.

How digital innovation and 
technological progress will im-
pact people, communities and 
the environment must be as-
sessed and discussed by a grow-
ing number of people who come 
from a variety of backgrounds, it 
said.

Coming up with shared princi-

ples is needed in order to “move 
from guidelines to actions” and 
to promote sustainable develop-
ment.

“The Roman Catholic Church 
is proactively joining the ongo-
ing dialogue,” it added.

The papal academy, which has 
hosted a number of events and 
initiatives dedicated to the need 
for ethical guidelines and princi-
ples in the field of AI, said the ar-
ticle discusses how the Christian 
understanding of mind, body, 
soul and intelligence fosters an 
optimistic, ethical and responsi-
ble form of development.

“Christian anthropology ar-
ticulates a vision of human be-
ings called to cultivate, develop 
and increase creation, establish-
ing a future-oriented ethics open 
to and responsible for develop-
ment,” the article said.

“Such ethics promotes an at-
titude toward science and tech-
nology that is fundamentally 
confident and welcoming of in-
novation.”

However, it said, “digital in-
novation and technological pro-
gress must contribute to human 
development” and benefit the en-
vironment and “those potentially 
left behind.”

One example of where tech-
nology may exclude certain peo-
ple is in the field of healthcare, 
it said. Advancements in therapy 
and restoring abilities lost to ill-

ness or accidents must be applied 
equitably, it added.

Global cooperation is needed, 
it said, as well as the input from 
many religious and faith commu-
nities.

The Pontifical Academy for 
Life, the article said, “strives to 
interweave faith with science 
and technology so as to iden-
tify paths for multiple voices to 
respectfully walk alongside one 
another.”

The academy has a working 
group dedicated to “roboethics,” 
bringing together experts from a 
variety of countries and fields. 
Members have been asked to be 
a part of “the complex ongoing 
debate” globally and “help iden-
tify moral values and criteria of 
discernment for the good of all 
human beings.”

The team of experts that au-
thored the two-page article in-
cluded: Chris Gastmans, expert 
in medical ethics and head of 
the Center for Biomedical Ethics 
and Law at the Catholic Univer-
sity of Leuven, Belgium; Jesuit 
Father Miguel Yanez, head of the 
moral theology department at the 
Pontifical Gregorian University 
in Rome; Richard M. Lerner, a 
professor of human development 
at Tufts University in Massachu-
setts; and Archbishop Vincenzo 
Paglia, president of the papal 
academy. — By Carol Glatz, 
CNS

ROME: Pope Francis said May 12 
that the global coronavirus pan-
demic has highlighted “deficien-
cies” in how countries provide 
healthcare, and called on global 
leaders to invest in their health-
care systems as “the primary com-
mon good.”

In a letter to nurses around the 
world for International Nurses 
Day, the pontiff thanked health-
care professionals serving during 
the pandemic for their “testimony 
of courage and sacrifice … even 

to the point of putting their own 
health at risk.”

Repeating a phrase the Pope has 
used throughout the pandemic to 
describe frontline workers and 
people taking care of others in 
difficult situations, Francis said 
nurses are among the “saints next 
door.”

“You are an image of the Church 
as a ‘field hospital’ that continues 
to carry out the mission of Je-
sus Christ, who drew near to and 
healed people with all kinds of 

sickness and who stooped down to 
wash the feet of his disciples,” the 
Pope told nurses. “Thank you for 
your service to humanity!”

Francis did not specifically say 
how global leaders might invest 
in healthcare, but said they should 
strive “to ensure adequate care to 
everyone, with respect for the dig-
nity of each person.”

Catholic pontiffs have long ar-
gued for better global healthcare. 
In his 1963 encyclical Pacem in 
Terris, Pope John XXIII said that 

“the first right of the human per-
son, the right to life, entails a right 
to the means for the proper devel-
opment of life, such as adequate 
health care.”

Francis had mentioned nurses 
earlier May 12 during his daily 
livestreamed Mass. Opening the 
liturgy at the Vatican’s Casa Santa 
Marta, the pontiff asked people to 
pray for nurses, saying they had 
given “an heroic example” during 
the pandemic. — By Joshua J. 
McElwee, NCR

Papal academy fosters ethics, 
multidisciplinary alliances in AI debate

Francis calls for investment in healthcare, 
‘the primary common good’

Research support officers and doctoral students Luca Bondin and Foaad Haddad 
discuss an artificial intelligence project to train robots to autonomously carry 
out various tasks at the Department of Artificial Intelligence in the Faculty of 
Information Communication Technology at the University of Malta in Msida, 
Malta, Feb. 8, 2019. (CNS photo/Darrin Zammit Lupi, Reuters)

VATICAN: Pope Francis Wednes-
day moved the office of the Vati-
can’s financial records database 
under the management of the 
Secretariat for the Economy — 
reversing a decision he made in 
2016.

According to a rescript May 20, 
starting June 1 the Data Process-
ing Center (CED) will no longer 
be run by the Administration of 
the Patrimony of the Apostolic 
See (APSA) —  the Vatican’s sov-
ereign asset management body — 
as was first defined in the apostolic 

constitution Pastor bonus in 1988.
Instead, the Secretariat for the 

Economy, under the leadership of 
prefect Fr Juan Antonio Guerrero, 
SJ, will oversee the work of the 
office and its employees.

Pope Francis first moved the 
financial records office from the 
competency of APSA to the Sec-
retariat for the Economy in July 
2014, a few months after he cre-
ated the secretariat as part of his 
financial reform of the Curia.

The Secretariat for the Economy 
is tasked with oversight of the Vat-

ican’s administrative and financial 
structures and activities, including 
monitoring the work of APSA.

In 2016, however, the pope 
again gave APSA responsibility 
over the records office, with the 
motu proprio I Beni Temporali, 
citing the need for clear separa-
tion of the “direct management of 
the Holy See’s patrimony from the 
control and vigilance over the ac-
tivity of management.”

“For this reason, it is of the ut-
most importance that the entities 
responsible for oversight be sepa-

rate from those being overseen,” 
the pope said in the 2016 motu 
proprio.

In the May 20 rescript, signed 
by Secretary of State Cardinal 
Pietro Parolin, it says this newest 
change in the office’s manage-
ment was made “considering the 
need to guarantee a more logical 
organization of the economic and 
financial information of the Holy 
See and to digitize the underlying 
models and procedures.”

This, the rescript continues, is 
to “guarantee the simplification of 

the activities and the effectiveness 
of the controls, as they are funda-
mental for the correct functioning 
of the Bodies of the Roman Cu-
ria.”

APSA, which operates like the 
Vatican’s central bank, oversees 
real estate holdings and other 
sovereign assets. The financial 
operations APSA carries out are 
recorded in the CED database, 
which includes the records of in-
vestments and financial transac-
tions going back 50 years. — By 
Hannah Brockhaus, CNA

Pope moves financial records office under Secretariat for Economy



Pope appeals for 
care of Creation

VATICAN: Addressing the faith-
ful after the recitation of the 
Regina Caeli prayer on Sunday, 
Pope Francis reminded them that 
we are entering the Laudato Sì’ 
Week that unfolds until next Sun-
day and that marks the 5th anni-
versary of the publication of the 
Encyclical.

He said that “in this time 
marked by the pandemic, we are 
more aware of the importance of 
caring for our common home,” 

and he invited everyone to think 
about and undertake “a shared 
commitment to help build and 
strengthen constructive attitudes 
aimed at caring for Creation.”

Laudato Si’ Week honours the 
fifth anniversary of Pope Fran-
cis’ Encyclical on care for our 
common home. The theme of 
the week is “everything is con-
nected.”

This week, from 16 to 24 May, 
launches a year-long journey of 

transformation promoted by the 
Dicastery for Promoting Integral 
Human Development, “as we 
grow through the crisis of the cur-
rent moment by praying, reflect-
ing, and preparing together for a 
better world to come tomorrow.”

Following Pope Francis’ invi-
tation to join Laudato Si’ Week, 
Christians everywhere are in-
vited to reflect and take action 
in the spirit of the Encyclical. —                         
Vatican News
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(Global Catholic Climate Movement facebook)

Message for  
Laudato Si’ Week

Happy fifth Anniversary of  Laudato Si (Praise be to my Lord). The 
theme of this celebration is Everything is connected.

The Laudato Si Week declared by Pope Francis is from May 16 
to 24 by which we, as a people, are called to purify our hearts, to 
pray and intensify our efforts to ensure a better future for our com-
mon home.

Brothers and sisters,  27 years ago as I was searching for inspira-
tion for the message and hope of what I would need to include in 
the Diocese of Keningau Logo, the key thing that came to my mind 
was about conservation. This is how the colour combination of the 
Diocese Logo was formed, and this is what I say: The green colour 
of the “Inandus” represents the greenery and ecological purity of 
the Diocese that must be protected and conserved from the dangers 
of pollution. It also symbolises the hope and freshness of life as 
it is the Creator’s plan for mankind.” These were  included in the 
Souvenir Book for Erection History of Diocese of Keningau, May 
6, 1993.

Two years after the establishment of the Diocese of Keningau, 
(March 1-5, 1995 - Pastoral Planning Seminar), that dream and 
hope were taken up and expressed in the Diocese Mission in the 
words, God’s People Walk Together in Fighting for Peace, Justice 
and Love and the Harmony of God’s Creation.

I recalled that those two aspects about the preservation of God's 
Creation show that for us in the Diocese of Keningau since its in-
ception, the emphasis has been on the importance of caring for the 
Earth, our shared home. Thanks to God, 27 years later, on Septem-
ber 1, 2019, the Keningau Diocese of Peace Creation Commission 
(KKACT) was established and launched.

Together with the Commission for Harmony of Creation 
(KKACT) team, let us, as the People of the Diocese of Keningau, 
respond to the call of Pope Francis in conjunction with Laudato Si’ 
Week (May 16 - 24, 2020) and further realise the better future of 
our home planet. The efforts for environmental conservation are 
ongoing and it requires time, patience, sacrifice and cooperation 
from each of us. This laudable effort is very “connected” with us 
and to our Creator. The process itself, however, is in His own time, 
“If it were not God who built the house, it would be no good thing 
for the builder” (Ps. 127: 1).

“Our Oneness and Loyalty as a People of Jesus Christ, To His Ho-
liness ”

+ Bishop Datuk Cornelius Piong
May 15, 2020

Diocese of Keningau

Pope Francis has invited us to 
commemorate the fifth anni-

versary of his encyclical Laud-
ato Si’ (on the care of creation) 
with a Laudato Si’ Week. 

We’re living through history-
shaping events. Laudato Si’ 
teaches us how to build a better 
world–together. People every-
where are crying out for hope, 
and our faith is urgently needed 
to light the way. For Laudato Si’ 
Week, 16-24 May 2020, Catho-
lics are uniting in solidarity for 
a more just and sustainable fu-
ture. We stand united with our 
brothers and sisters in faith as 
we grow through the crisis of 
this moment to build a better to-
morrow.

The Archdiocesan Creation 
Justice Commission and the 
Eco-Outreach Team of Kota 
Kinabalu Archdiocese have 
been urging  Catholics to join 
them in the activities organised 
via Facebook. 

Every day, from 9.00am to 
5.00pm there will be songs, 
reflections on the chapters on 
Laudato Si’ by Cardinal Luis 
Antonio Tagle, and sharings 
from religious, laity and conser-
vation experts, as well as vide-
oclips and quotes from Laudato 
Si’. The activity ends with the 
rosary recitation.

arcHdiocese oF 
kota kinabalu

The Sibu Diocesan Youth 
Apostolate (SiDYA) will 

be celebrating Laudato Si’ 
Week this year together with 
the help of the member of Cre-
ation Justice committee, Sa-
cred Heart Cathedral, to teach 
them online! They learnt how 
to make enzymes from home 
using their kitchen waste.

diocese oF sibu

arcHdiocese oF kuala lumPur

The Archdiocese is using the kit prepared by the Federation of Asian 
Bishops’ Conferences – Office of Human Development and Climate 

Change Desk has prepared a Kit that can be used by individuals and 
families at home. 

The short booklet has activities that can be held by groups and fami-
lies to celebrate Laudato Si’ Week for each day during the lockdown 
period. 

Reflection on Laudato Si’ by Cardinal Tagle

The Kuala Lumpur Archdicoese 
Catechetical Insitute has pre-

pared material to provide families 
an opportunity to gather and spend 
time discussing Laudato Si’ Week 
2020. It is important for parents 
and guardians to engage their chil-
dren in catechesis with regards to 
the care of the environment, and 
the world in which we live.

This catechetical material con-

tains reflections and activities 
that members of the family may 
complete individually (just the 
children), in pairs (with parental 
assistance), or as an entire fam-
ily. These activities may be useful 
for children, teenagers and adults. 
It would be helpful to print a hard 
copy, so that members of your 
family may carry out different ac-
tivities at the same time.

Catechesis@home
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The one thing the pandemic gives us apart from a dis-
ease is plenty of time and a lot of it on our own. And 

that allows us to remember when things were better and 
when they were worse.

An easing of some restrictions has begun. But if past 
pandemics are anything to go by, the release could be 
short lived and a recrudescence of the virus in places 
deemed “clean and safe” could follow and the restric-
tions return. 

There will be no definitive closure on restrictions till 
we have an effective vaccine at our disposal.

And even then, the virus will still be with us, although 
not as easily transferred or as lethal.

Few believe that the new phase we are entering will 
mean a quick return to “business as usual”. The return 
to the “good old days” is an escape by memory that in 
these days is a sorry temptation. By and large, it's a fake 
remedy for a current affliction.

We will still have lots of time just living with our-
selves and that is always a challenge when it continues 
for an indefinite time. 

But it’s also a time when just what Jesus is portrayed 
as enduring in the Temptations in Matthew’s Gospel 
will have features in common with what we go through.

The desert is the place where defences are down and 
Jesus is vulnerable to the attack of demons. Desert ex-
periences like the one we are all in with the restrictions 
of COVID-19 are likely to put us all in a place where 
the demons have their way with us.

The recurrent reports of depression, domestic conflict 
and a rise in alcohol consumption across the world as 
what happens to people in isolation are consistent with 
the way demons attack us. We become disgruntled in 
our powerlessness to do things we take for granted, step 
back in our annoyance, recognise our impotence and, in 
the absence of someone to blame, let go at ourselves, 
blaming ourselves for the annoyance and discourage-
ment we may feel.

That sort of self-blame is the first step to depression.
The circumstances are not unlike the temptation Jesus 

has when offered the opportunity to grasp omnipotence 
and overcome his isolation, courtesy of his tempter.

What does he do? He puts his circumstances and 
prospects in God's hands.

We actually don’t and can’t make all the rules. Yes, 
we can respond to opportunities and we should. But 
there are things that happen in our lives that are beyond 
our determination. Being constrained by a lethal virus – 
for our wellbeing and that of our fellow human beings 
– is one such circumstance beyond our control.

“Limit situations” – when we are driven to the limit 
of what we can cope with or control – are privileged 
moments for drawing us closer to the God who made us 
and our world. They shout to us that we are creatures, 
not the Creator.

To find our way through the frustrations of the day by 
day limits – named and accepted for what they are – is 
the challenge all humans face now, some in far more 
extreme situations than we find ourselves in where in-
fections and deaths are declining.

But whether things are getting better or worse, the 
real invitation is the same and the opportunity is identi-
cal: to trust that more will be made of us and our cir-
cumstances than our misgivings suggest.

— By Fr Michael Kelly SJ, ucanews.com

In time of temptation

Followers of all religions have 
found themselves in an unprec-
edented situation because of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. In particular, 
believers of the monotheistic faiths 
were unable to celebrate with their own 
communities in the time-honuored way 
the great feasts that fell in April: the 
Jewish Passover, the Catholic Easter, 
the Orthodox Easter, and Ramadan.

The reason is they were prevented by 
rules set by the governments of many 
countries around the world to slow 
down the spread of the highly conta-
gious virus. The ban on celebrations in 
places of worship is just one example 
of the far-reaching restrictions on the 
exercise of many human rights and 
civil liberties around the world brought 
about by the effort to ensure that physi-
cal distancing effectively prevents 
infection. In Europe, since the fall of 
the Berlin Wall, there have been little 
or no restrictions on religious freedom 
or other fundamental rights, which 
are the backbone of our democracy 
and the rule of law. Many voices have 
been raised as if freedom of religion 
had been called into question in some 
countries. What is to be thought of the 
turn of events?

For a proper assessment, it must be 
understood that the challenge we are 
facing is a serious one for humanity. 
We have witnessed – in the absence of 
a vaccine and adequate treatment – the 
upheaval of national health systems 
around the world. Outbreaks of the 
pandemic have led to contagion and 
death. Severely limiting physical con-
tact and proximity between people has 
proved to be the only effective remedy, 
minimizing all non-essential activities: 
commercial, cultural and sporting ac-
tivities, gatherings and private celebra-
tions.

All this has meant a certain limitation 
of the fundamental rights enshrined in 
national and international law. These 
include the right to freedom of religion 
or belief, which includes the freedom 
of every person to manifest his or her 
religion or belief, including in commu-
nity and in public, in worship, teaching, 
practice and observance. A liturgical 
celebration – which requires gestures, 
contact, proximity that may not be 
compatible with security protocols – is 
not immune, like any human activity, 
from the transmission of contagion. 
Moreover, it is one thing to visit a mu-
seum or a bookstore individually, it is 
another thing to participate in a com-
munity liturgy: any comparison be-
tween the two activities is misplaced.

Some fundamental rights, such as 
freedom of conscience or expression, 
do not depend on social contact. Oth-
ers, such as freedom of religion or be-
lief, and freedom of association, are 
rights closely linked to community and 
freedom of assembly. These are the 
ones particularly affected by the lock-
down measures.

Public health is specifically men-
tioned in the European Convention on 
Human Rights as one of the very rare 
reasons for restricting freedom of reli-
gion or belief (Article 9). Some states 
have declared national emergencies, 

which also allow certain restrictions of 
fundamental rights under the Conven-
tion. Therefore, the current restrictions 
are legal and acceptable from a human 
rights perspective. We consider that 
the protection of the weak and vulner-
able is very important from a religious 
point of view, and therefore it must be 
balanced with the need for community 
and communal gatherings. The meas-
ures are aimed at safeguarding human 
life, both of believers and of other 
members of society. Therefore, it is 
important to recognise that the prohibi-
tion of assemblies, including religious 
celebrations, should not normally be 
understood as religious discrimination 
or even persecution.

However, all restrictions of funda-
mental rights must have a legal basis, 
be necessary, adequate, reasonable and 
generally proportionate to the purpose 
they serve and the rights they restrict. 
The threat of COVID-19, however se-
rious, does not exempt governments 
and parliaments from these require-
ments. The voices of the legal com-
munity and various religious commu-
nities have considered whether all the 
lockdown measures are proportionate. 
On the other hand, the urgency and 
danger have required governments to 
take very serious and far-reaching de-
cisions at very short notice, placing an 
enormous burden of responsibility on 
their shoulders. This is the case in Italy 
with the Decrees of the President of the 
Council of Ministers, administrative 
acts that do not have the force of law 
and serve only to implement rules or 
pass regulations.

Society, as the bearer of fundamen-
tal rights, must therefore be aware that 
the current restrictions primarily serve 
the moral imperative to protect human 
lives and are not used for other politi-
cal purposes, except in a few regretta-
ble cases. While in democratic states 
it is always necessary to question and 
closely monitor government actions, 
especially when they restrict funda-
mental rights, this does not seem to us 
to be the time to invoke a misguided 

“civil disobedience.”
Bearing in mind that human dignity 

is more than human life and that hu-
man beings need social contact, citi-
zens may still have doubts about the 
legality of the measures taken. Some 
measures clearly invite the question of 
whether they are appropriate and pro-
portionate. In such cases it is always 
legitimate and appropriate to examine 
them in order to reconsider and if nec-
essary correct the measures in ques-
tion. This corresponds to the exercise 
of another fundamental right: that of 
legal protection.

But it is clear that, generally speak-
ing, one must exercise patience and 
good will, observing realistically the 
rules aimed at protecting others from 
infection. To underestimate the recom-
mendations of health authorities would 
be irresponsible. Instead, it is funda-
mental that ad hoc measures be put 
in place by governments to enable the 
faithful to worship in safe conditions 
on the basis of the state of the epide-
miological curve. The spiritual needs 
of religious communities must not be 
overlooked in any way, for their values 
help to ensure social stability and cohe-
sion.

In particular, in Italy, from May 18 
Catholic churches will see the resump-
tion of liturgical celebrations with 
a congregation in compliance with 
health regulations. The decision is the 
result of a protocol signed by the Presi-
dent of the Council, the President of 
the Italian Episcopal Conference and 
the Minister of the Interior. Similar 
commitments have been made with 
the other religious denominations. As 
far as the Christian Churches are con-
cerned, it is always important to ensure 
that worship and pastoral action con-
tinue in some way during lockdown. 
The Church, if it really is such, is never 
closed. — By Antonio Spadaro, SJ, 
La Civiltà Cattolica

DOI: La Civiltà Cattolica, En. 
Ed. Vol. 4, no. 06 art. 1, 0620: 
10.32009/22072446.0620.1

Pandemic and 
freedom of  religion

Bishop Peter Baldacchino of Las Cruces, N.M., wears a mask and gloves while giving 
Communion to a passenger of a vehicle during the Easter Vigil in the parking lot of the 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Heart of Mary in Las Cruces April 11, 2020. (CNS photo/
courtesy David McNamara, Diocese of Las Cruces)
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Around the world, democracy 
is at risk from the coronavirus
“When somebody is the president 

of the United States, the author-
ity is total.”

President Trump uttered these words at a 
news conference on April 13. Who knows how 
much he meant them? They were a seeming 
inversion of recent partisan politics as much 
as a false reading of the US Constitution. As 
a friend of mine quipped, “In what world do 
we live where Democrats advocate for local 
and state authorities, and Republicans are for 
expansive national authority against states’ 
rights?”

But Mr Trump may have spoken for many 
world leaders.

Around the world, governments are taking 
on new powers in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Elections have been postponed in at 
least 50 countries around the world. Govern-
ments have won expanded surveillance powers 
to monitor infected individuals in China, South 
Korea, Singapore and Israel. And there are new 
limits on freedom of speech (ostensibly to stop 
“disinformation” about the pandemic) in places 
like Hungary and Thailand. In Chile, Serbia 
and other countries, the military has been de-
ployed to enforce public order.

The temporary expansion of such powers 
is often necessary. Desperate times call for 
desperate measures, and even democracies 
sometimes need swift and robust responses 
from executive leaders and agencies. President 
Lincoln’s expansion of executive power and 
actions like the suspension of habeas corpus 
arguably saved the Union during the Civil War. 
But the violations of free speech and mass ar-
rests by the federal government during the “red 
scares” after World War I and World War II 
seem less defensible in retrospect.

There is rarely a guarantee that new powers 
will be ceded after a crisis is over, and in some 
cases, the crisis may be used as a pretense for 
long-desired moves toward authoritarianism. 
The most-discussed example during the pan-
demic has been Hungary’s Viktor Orban. The 
Hungarian prime minister is now essentially 
ruling by decree, with no oversight by the 
National Assembly and elections suspended 
indefinitely. And some of the powers granted 
to him by the Assembly seem to have little to 
do with the public health crisis, including en-

hanced control over the press.
Safety or public health crises should not be-

come a pretext to tear down democratic institu-
tions and practices, but that is often precisely 
what they are used for. They are what some so-
cial scientists call “critical junctures”: moments 
of fluidity and uncertainty when political actors 
can change institutions to their liking. In situ-
ations where the normal rules no longer seem 
to apply, the people in power can create their 
own rules.

It is admittedly hard to regulate when and 
how such emergency powers are used. By their 
very nature, such powers must often be broad 
and indeterminate. But we must define limits.

Carl Schmitt, a political theorist who sup-
ported the Nazi regime in Germany, is famous 
for his notion of a sovereign as “he who decides 
the exception.” This terse formula means that 
in moments of crisis, when the written rule of 
law is deemed inadequate for governance, the 
true sovereign brushes aside the liberal trap-
pings of separation of powers, parliamentary 
democracy and so forth. That is, a great leader 
can and must act on his own will. His will is not 
bound by the law; it is the law.

But this theory, often called “decisionist” 
because of its emphasis on the decisions of 
romanticized leaders, fetishises the will to the 
exclusion of reason — and especially the will 

of a strongman who seeks to remedy all the 
deficiencies, real and imaginary, of democ-
racy. Such theories also normalise apocalyptic 
thinking: framing a theory of governance based 
upon the most extreme circumstances.

National governments should do what they 
think best in crises. This does not necessarily 
mean suspending democratic norms. Germany, 
for example, has been expanding testing for the 
coronavirus and vigorously enforcing social-
distancing rules without having to give more 
policy-making powers to Chancellor Angela 
Merkel. But when a crisis calls for giving a 
national leader wider latitude, oversight and 
electoral accountability are key.

Legislatures and courts should do what they 
can to supervise the executive’s use of expand-
ed powers, such as imposing sunset provisions 
that require the regular reauthorisation of such 
powers. Looking to the post-pandemic future, 
they should investigate not only how those 
powers were used (or misused) but also how 
their countries can be better prepared for future 
pandemics.

But without such oversight, the truth of Mr 
Trump’s statement will come out. As the politi-
cal scientist Greg Weiner said on Twitter, “The 
thing is, his authority *is* empirically absolute 
if Congress or, here, governors decline to exer-
cise countervailing power.”

Mr Weiner is pointing out the obvious: 
Throughout US history, the presidency has 
grown in moments of crisis, most recently with 
the response after the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, 
to terrorism, and at each step of the way, Con-
gress has been most obliging, through statutory 
delegation or the failure to exercise its over-
sight role. And as Mr Weiner implies, a federal 
political system only works if state govern-
ments fight against the centralisation of power 
in Washington, DC. In other words, even if 
you disagree with some of the actions of, say, 
Gov Andrew Cuomo of New York, you should 
be grateful that he is offering a countervailing 
force to the national government.

That brings us to the most fundamental 
source of democratic accountability: voters. 
In nations with functioning democratic institu-
tions, it will ultimately be up to voters to hold 
elected officials accountable for their use of 
power. But while Westerners sometimes view 
voters as atomised individuals, in fact they are 
part of families, neighbourhoods, unions, par-
ishes and other civil society groups. These are 
the forms of social life that so many around the 
world have missed during the pandemic, and 
hopefully the gradual end of social distancing 
will lead to their renewal. They will be needed 
to debate the policies enacted in response to the 
pandemic and to ensure that democratic values 
are restored and respected.

Recent decades have not been kind to de-
mocracy, and the pandemic threatens another 
rollback. It should be a clarion call for citizens 
around the world to take a more active role 
in the shifting fortunes of democracy in their 
countries and for international actors to play 
a supporting role in places where the absence 
of effective civil rights and liberties prevent an 
active civil society.
This article also appeared in print, under the 
headline “Around the world, democracy is 
at risk from the coronavirus,” in the May 25, 
2020, issue. — By Bill McCormick, SJ, 
America

l Bill McCormick, SJ is a contributing 
editor at America and a visiting assistant 
professor at St Louis University in the 
departments of political science and 
philosophy.

Serbian army soldiers patrol Belgrade’s main pedestrian street as part of the government’s efforts 
to contain the coronavirus pandemic, March 26, 2020. (America/Darko Vojinovic via AP photo)

VATICAN: As Israel’s new government con-
siders annexing parts of the West Bank, the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation’s chief ne-
gotiator appealed to the Vatican Secretary for 
Relations with States over the phone.

Saeb Erekat, the PLO leader who negoti-
ated the Oslo Accords, called Archbishop Paul 
Gallagher to say that “the possibility of Israel 
applying its sovereignty unilaterally” in the Pal-
estinian territories would be “further jeopardis-
ing” to the peace process, according to the Holy 
See press office.

The news of the call came a day after the Pal-
estinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas 
declared that the PLO and the Palestinian state 
would no longer be bound by the peace and se-
curity agreements with the Israeli and Ameri-
can governments, including the Oslo peace 
process, in response to talk that Israel would 
extend sovereignty over the Jordan Valley and 
Jewish settlements in the West Bank.

In a statement released on May 20 follow-
ing the telephone call, the Holy See reaffirmed 
its support of a two-state solution for Israel and 
Palestine, and respect for the borders interna-
tionally recognised before 1967.

“The Holy See is following the situation 
closely, and expresses concern about any fu-
ture actions that could further compromise dia-
logue,” the Vatican stated. 

The Holy See expressed hope that the Israelis 
and Palestinians will be able to directly negoti-
ate an agreement with the help of the Interna-
tional Community that will lead to peace — “so 
that peace may finally reign in the Holy Land, 
so beloved by Jews,  Christians and Muslims.”

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was 
sworn in for his fourth term as the head of Is-
rael’s government in the Knesset on May 17. In 
his campaign, Netanyahu promised annexation 
of the West Bank, while Benny Gantz, Israel’s 
defence minister and “alternate prime minis-
ter” in the new government, had campaigned 
against unilateral annexation.

The power-sharing deal between the Israeli 
leaders included the possibility of annexation 
this summer with the approval of the Israeli 
parliament and the Trump administration, ac-
cording to Foreign Policy magazine.

Earlier this month, Catholic bishops, Ortho-
dox patriarchs, and Protestant leaders in the 
Holy Land published a letter raising concerns 

that Israel’s unilateral annexation plans “would 
bring about the loss of any remaining hope for 
the success of the peace process.”

“An array of plans for Israel to unilaterally 
annex West Bank land, backed mainly by right-
wing factions, raises serious and catastrophic 
questions about the feasibility of any peaceful 
agreement to end the decades’ long conflict, 
one that continues to cost many innocent lives 
as part of a vicious cycle of human tragedy and 
injustice,” the Council of Patriarchs and Heads 

of the Holy Land Churches wrote May 7. 
The Church leaders asked “the Palestinian 

Liberation Organisation, as the sole legitimate 
Representative of the Palestinian people, to re-
solve its internal disputes-as well as any con-
flicts with other factions that are not under its 
umbrella-in order to present a unified front 
dedicated to achieving peace and the building 
of a viable State that is founded upon plural-
ism and democratic values.” — By Courtney 
Mares, CNA

Vatican expresses concern over potential West Bank annexation

Old City Jerusalem. (CNA photo/Aleksandar Todorovic via Shutterstock)



Discernment isn’t an easy 
thing. Take this dilemma: 
When we find ourselves in 

a situation that’s causing us deep 
interior anguish, do we walk away, 
assuming that the presence of such 
pain is an indication that this isn’t 
the right place for us, that some-
thing’s terminally wrong here? Or, 
like Jesus, do we accept to stay, 
saying to ourselves, our loved 
ones, and our God: “What shall I 
say, save me from this hour?”

At the very moment that Jesus 
was facing a humiliating death 
by crucifixion, the Gospel of John 
hints that he was offered an op-
portunity to escape. A delegation 
of Greeks, through the apostle 
Philip, offer Jesus an invitation to 
leave with them, to go to a group 
that would receive him and his 
message. So Jesus had a choice: 
Endure anguish, humiliation, and 
death inside his own community 
or abandon that community for 
one that would accept him. What 
did he do? He asked himself this 
question: “What shall I say, save 
me from this hour?”

Although this is phrased as a 
question, it’s an answer. He chose 
to stay, to face the anguish, humili-

ation, and pain because he saw it 
as the precise fidelity he was called 
to within the very dynamic of the 
love he was preaching. He came to 
earth to incarnate and teach what 
real love is and now, when the 
cost of that was humiliation and 
interior anguish, he knew and ac-
cepted that this was what was now 
being asked of him. The pain was 
not telling him that he was do-
ing something wrong, was at the 
wrong place, or that this communi-
ty was not worth this suffering. On 
the contrary: The pain was under-
stood to be calling him to a deeper 
fidelity at the very heart of his mis-
sion and vocation. Until this mo-
ment, only words were asked of 
him, now he was being asked to 
back them up in reality. He needed 
to swallow hard to do it.  

What shall I say, save me from 
this hour? Do we have the wisdom 
and the generosity to say those 
words when, inside our own com-
mitments, we are challenged to 
endure searing interior anguish?  
When Jesus asked himself this 
question, what he was facing was 
a near-perfect mirror for situa-
tions we will all find ourselves in 
sometimes. In most every commit-

ment we make, if we are faithful, 
an hour will come when we are 
suffering interior anguish (and of-
ten exterior misunderstanding as 
well) and are faced with a tough 
decision: Is this pain and misun-
derstanding (and even my own 
immaturity as I stand inside it) an 
indication that I’m in the wrong 
place, that I should leave, and find 
someone or some other commu-
nity that wants me? Or, inside this 
interior anguish, exterior misun-
derstanding, and personal immatu-
rity, am I called to say: What shall 
I say, save me from this hour? This 
is what I’m called to! I was born 

for this!
I think the question is critical 

because often anguishing pain can 
shake our commitments and tempt 
us to walk away from them. Mar-
riages, consecrated religious voca-
tions, commitments to work for 
justice, commitments to our church 
communities, and commitments to 
family and friends, can be aban-
doned on the belief that nobody is 
called to live inside such anguish, 
desolation, and misunderstanding. 
Indeed, today the presence of pain, 
desolation, and misunderstand-
ing is generally taken as a sign to 
abandon a commitment and find 
someone else or some other group 
that will affirm us rather than as an 
indication that now, just now, in 
this hour, inside this particular pain 
and misunderstanding, we have a 
chance to bring a life-giving grace 
into this commitment.

I have seen people leave mar-
riages, leave family, leave priest-
hood, leave religious life, leave 
their church community, leave 
long-cherished friendships, and 
leave commitments to work for 
justice and peace because, at a 
point, they experienced a lot of 
pain and misunderstanding. And, 

in many of those cases, I also saw 
that it was in fact a good thing. 
The situation they were in was 
not life-giving for them or for oth-
ers. They needed to be saved from 
that “hour”. In some cases though 
the opposite was true. They were 
in excruciating pain, but that pain 
was an invitation to a deeper, more 
life-giving place inside their com-
mitment. They left, just when they 
should have stayed.

Granted, discernment is dif-
ficult. It’s not always for lack of 
generosity that people walk away 
from a commitment. Some of the 
most generous and unselfish peo-
ple I know have left a marriage 
or the priesthood or religious life 
or their churches. But I write this 
because, today, so much trusted 
psychological and spiritual litera-
ture does not sufficiently highlight 
the challenge to, like Jesus, stand 
inside excruciating pain and hu-
miliating misunderstanding and 
instead of walking away to some-
one or some group that offers us 
the acceptance and understanding 
we crave, to accept that it is more 
life-giving to say: What shall I say, 
save me from this hour? — By Fr 
Ron Rolheiser, all rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

Facing our tough hours

St John Paul revisited: Centenary spurs revival of Pope’s teachings
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VATICAN: Commemorating the 
centenary of the birth of St. John 
Paul II, a number of key commen-
tators used the occasion to do more 
than just remember and praise the 
late pope’s rich legacy.

Many used it as an opportunity to 
appeal for a rediscovery of his faith, 
teachings and life in order to make 
them a part of today's conversations 
and plans of action for now and the 
future.

This year’s May 18 commemora-
tion was, in essence, a call for the 
release of a JP2, 2.0.

Pope Francis led the way by writ-
ing that his predecessor's 84 years of 
life and 27-year-long pontificate left 
a “living legacy” to the church.

Penning the preface to a com-
memorative book, A Celebration: 
In Words and Images about St John 
Paul, Pope Francis said he did not 
want people to engage in a superfi-
cial, “self-referential” celebration of 
praise, but to look deeper and actu-
ally “tap into the wellspring of this 
extraordinary man, priest, bishop 
and pope.”

So much of what has been written 
and produced this year -- documen-
taries, interviews with people who 
knew him, essays and special edi-
tions by Vatican media, is re-present-
ing who this pope was for so many 
people, the church and the world.

And, in some instances, setting the 
record straight.

One of those voices was retired 
Pope Benedict XVI, who was a 
very close collaborator after Pope 
John Paul appointed him to lead the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith in 1981.

In a letter to Polish bishops com-
memorating the centenary, the 

93-year-old retired pope reaffirmed 
that “John Paul II is not the moral ri-
gorist” some people have portrayed 
him as being.

Addressing an assumption that 
Pope Francis has in some way radi-
cally broken with his predecessor, 
Pope Benedict wrote that so much 
holds the two in common, particular-
ly the “centrality of divine mercy.”

St. John Paul insisted that “God’s 
mercy is intended for every indi-
vidual,” and it is with these always 
open arms of mercy that God gives 
people the never-ending opportunity 
to accept “the moral requirement for 
man, even if we can never fully meet 
it.”

Many commemorative notes un-

derlined how much St John Paul ac-
tively and concretely lived the Gos-
pel — it wasn't a static book of rules, 
but an open invitation of friendship 
to walk with the Lord.

This is the take-away many who 
knew the saint said needed to happen 
with his own teachings, too. That, in 
fact, was the aim of refounding the 
Pontifical John Paul II Theological 
Institute for the Sciences of Marriage 
and Family in 2017.

Not only is it harmful to “ide-
ologise” St John Paul, it would be 
“intellectual laziness” to believe all 
answers can be found and defended 
within a fixed framework “beyond 
which there would be nothing more 
to say,” Msgr Pierangelo Sequeri, the 

institute’s president, said at the time.
The formal launch May 18 of the 

St John Paul II Institute of Culture 
at the Pontifical University of St 
Thomas Aquinas in Rome follows 
the same vein.

“Education today cannot be only 
about the past, different ideas that 
we want to put into the heads of our 
students,” said Dominican Father 
Michal Paluch, university rector.

They do not want the institute to 
just repeat what John Paul said and 
did, the rector said, “but we want to 
make him a partner in our conversa-
tion” and “leave seeds deep in the 
hearts and minds of our students.”

But a review of the past also may 
hold some bitter lessons for today, 
particularly in how the church han-
dles members suspected or guilty of 
abuse or its cover-up.

Msgr Slawomir Oder said he and 
investigators of the pope’s sainthood 
cause found no evidence the pope 
knowingly neglected or covered up 
abuse scandals — nothing that could 
possibly cast “a shadow of guilt in 
regard to John Paul II.”

But, he told reporters, the Pol-
ish pope’s experience under com-
munism made him less inclined to 
believe unsubstantiated accusations 
since false rumours against clergy 
had long been used as weapons to 
discredit the church.

When it was clear to him there was 
abuse by clergy, the pope in 2001 
apologised “unreservedly to the vic-
tims for the pain and disillusionment 
caused to them” and decried sexual 
abuse by clergy as being “a profound 
contradiction of the teaching and 
witness of Jesus Christ.”

Coming to terms with the past 
had been a hallmark of St John Paul, 

who apologised for scores of wrong-
doings by members of the church 
throughout history, from the Inqui-
sition to the silence and inaction of 
many Catholics during World War II 
when their Jewish neighbours disap-
peared.

That need to face the past and 
make amends when it comes to 
abuse has been growing in Poland 
where two brother-filmmakers have 
released documentaries around the 
late-pope’s birthday — this year 
with Hide and Seek and last year, 
Tell No One.

Though neither film explored 
the role of the late pope, both films 
sparked discussion and action on 
addressing abuse and its cover-up 
in the church in Poland, culminat-
ing in Archbishop Wojciech Polak 
of Gniezno, the primate of Poland, 
asking the Vatican to investigate the 
film's allegation of cover-up by a 
bishop.

The revelations of abuse are not 
attacks against the church, the arch-
bishop said May 17, but are key to its 
“cleansing.”

Looking at past wrongs not as an 
attack, but as a chance for a “pro-
found examination of conscience” 
and a “purification of memory” was 
central to St John Paul’s “Day of 
Pardon” during the Great Jubilee of 
2000.

He invited people to kneel before 
the God of mercy “and implore for-
giveness for the past and present sins 
of her sons and daughters.”

That part of that pope’s legacy 
— that the faithful carefully recog-
nise “their own sins (and) the sins of 
yesterday’s Christians” — still finds 
a needed place today. — By Carol 
Glatz, CNS

A file photo shows St John Paul II in 1978 in Rome, days after his election. 
While honouring the 100th anniversary of the late pope’s birth, two living 
popes and others are urging a revival of his teachings. (CNS photo/Mal 
Langsdon, Reuters)



HERALD May 24, 2020 13

MANILA: Rising mental stress amid the Phil-
ippines’ almost two-month lockdown has set 
Catholic clergy brainstorming on how “to be as 
close as possible to the flock at a time of hunger, 
death, and loneliness.”

“Online ministry is not enough,” said Bishop 
Broderick Pabillo, apostolic administrator of the 
Archdiocese of Manila

Amid rising distress calls to mental health 
hotlines, the country’s Catholic bishops have 
crafted protocols aimed at convincing the gov-
ernment to relax rules on the holding of religious 
activities.

“We will try our best to control those who 
come (for the religious activities),” said Bishop 
Pabillo. “We are coming up with our own proto-
cols to avoid contamination,” he said.

But priests and church workers who scour 
Manila’s slums and the hidden nooks that hide 
the homeless to bring food and other basic needs 
say that expressions of solidarity are as impor-
tant as religious rites.

Officials credit the “enhance community 
quarantine” for managing the spread of the dis-
ease in the country.

But the loss of jobs and livelihood for at least 

18 million Filipinos has triggered a fight or flight 
response among poor families now baking in-
side hovels, many without water and with little 
ventilation as the heat index hits above 42 de-
grees.

“While only a few — considering that we are 

more than 100 million — have been affected by 
the disease, all families have been economically 
hit by the lockdown,” noted Bishop Pabillo.

“For the poor who depend on daily earnings 
to survive, this is a very big challenge,” he said.

“People do not only need physical health,” 

said the bishop. “Their mental and psychologi-
cal health need to be promoted, and religious 
activities help a lot,” he added.

Fr Danny Pilario, a Vincentian missionary 
who ministers to a sprawling slum in the out-
skirts of Manila, has a slightly different perspec-
tive on the flock’s need for formal faith struc-
tures.

“In the context (of the pandemic), their homes 
have become their church, the parents have be-
come spiritual leaders of their families,” he said.

“If we think about it, not everyone goes to 
church regularly, even without [the new corona-
virus disease]. Maybe once or twice in a year for 
many people,” he said.

“And they keep on with their faith with or 
without the priest. So, they will survive,” added 
the priest.

Fr Pilario, however, said church workers need 
to go near to the desperate, scared, lonely and 
grief-stricken flock.

“Maybe, physical nearness is needed so that 
people will know that the Church is there in 
these most difficult times of their lives,” added 
the priest. — By Inday Espina-Varona, Licas.
news

A boy walks past a sign that reads ‘Land of Promise’ in the poor district of Payatas in Quezon 
City where Vincentian missionary priest Danny Pilario ministers to a sprawling slum. (Photo by 
Basilio Sepe)

MANDALAY: Cardinal Charles Bo of Yangon 
has praised the response of Myanmar’s dioces-
es and religious to the poor as great gestures of 
love to brothers and sisters in suffering.

“Churches may be closed but the heart of 
Christianity is not closed,” he said.

Cardinal Bo said religious, Catholic business 
people and dioceses have broken bread with 
the hungry in the slums, IDP camps and vil-
lages through supplying food to thousands of 
people.

“Our doors are open to brothers and sisters in 
need of isolation or quarantine. Being a small 
church has not deterred us from reaching out,” 
he said in a homily on May 17.

“We are glad that our faith is in action. We 
bear witness to Christ’s love through acts of 
charity.”

Cardinal Bo, who is president of the Federa-
tion of Asian Bishops’ Conferences, stressed 
that charitable works to suffering people are 
“the great evangelisation today.”

“Some of us are used to seeing Christ only 
in the churches, but now we are in the streets, 
carrying his great message of love and sharing 
among our brothers and sisters,” he said.

The outspoken cardinal said that sharing of 
resources is not an NGO’s work and that is “the 

great blessing.”
“We work with great humility that in this 

work we encounter Christ himself as the Bible 
affirms,” he said.

The cardinal has called for prayers for those 
who are in refugee and IDP camps and for 
thousands of migrant workers who are strug-
gling to return.

Cardinal Bo said that in this time of pandem-
ic when human beings are afraid of one another 
and social distancing keeps us from our dear 
ones, “there are many temptations to forget 
people below us.”

“The Pope has warned that humanity can 
be struck by four new viruses worse than 
COVID-19: selfishness, indifference, disdain 
towards the poor and vulnerable and confusion 
of values,” he said.

Churches in Myanmar remain closed and 
Catholics will continue to take part in online 
Sunday Masses until May 31 in compliance 
with the government’s measures to stem the 
spread of the coronavirus.

The government has extended restrictions, 
including a ban on public and religious gath-
erings, suspension of visas and international 
flights from May 15 until May 31.

Regional governments have eased some re-

strictions in four townships in Yangon and one 
in Sagaing. However, six townships in Yangon 
regarded as hotspots will remain under semi-
lockdown.

Restaurants and tea shops in the Yangon re-
gion have been allowed to reopen with eat-in 
dining.

Mandalay regional government has also 
eased measures by allowing markets and con-

struction sites to reopen, but restaurants are re-
stricted to takeaway and delivery services.

The curfew in most parts of Myanmar has 
been eased and is now in force from midnight 
to 4.00am.

Myanmar has reported 187 COVID-19 
cases including six deaths and 97 recoveries, 
according to the latest data. — By John Zaw, 
ucanews.com

Cardinal Bo lauds Myanmar Catholics’ care for poor

BENGALURU: At 69, Abdul Majeed K 
Soudagar is among people the most vulner-
able to the coronavirus, but service is still on 
top of his mind.

Ignoring the risk to his health and his family, 
Soudagar, a resident of Bengaluru’s Neelasan-
dra suburb, provides free transportation to the 
ill and the poor to hospitals in his auto rick-
shaw day and night.

When the lockdown was announced, he 
convinced his wife, a TB patient, and their 
two children, that staying at home wouldn’t 
be right when so many poor people struggle 
to find transport.

“I approached police who granted me per-
mission to ferry unwell persons from their 
homes to hospitals and back,” explained the 
Muslim man, who gets at least five calls a day 

since the nationwide lockdown was imposed 
on March 25.

He spoke to The Times of India on May 12 

on the Jayamahal Main Road as he headed to 
take a woman cancer patient in RT Nagar to 
Kidwai Memorial Institute of Oncology.

Recognizing his generous gesture, someone 
at Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Chest Diseases 
donated him a Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) kit which includes cap, goggles and 
gloves, early May. He has already ferried more 
than 50 passengers from across the city to vari-
ous hospitals.

“I take all precautions. I don’t transport 
COVID-19 patients as they have other op-
tions. I focus on poor people who don’t have 
many alternatives in the time of the lockdown. 
When patients call me for a ride, the only thing 
I ask them is to carry their medical records to 
show them to police on the way,” he says.

He also gets calls from the police control 

room to help patients in distress.
Soudagar, a diploma holder in computer sci-

ence, worked as an IT professional 18 years 
ago before switching to DTP for his livelihood.

“I started making projects for engineer-
ing students, took typewriting work and later 
worked on Word and Excel for professionals 
and book translators. I became an auto rick-
shaw driver last year to find additional in-
come,” says Soudagar, who is well versed in 
English, Kannada, Hindi and Urdu. The social 
media-savvy driver is active on Twitter, Insta-
gram and YouTube.

So, how does he manage finances? “Some 
friends and well-wishers contribute for the 
cause. I’m not asking for more,” says Souda-
gar who’s observing Ramzan fast during the 
day. — Matters India

Bengaluru’s auto driver goes the extra mile to ferry poor

Good Shepherd sisters provide food to poor families in Mandalay on May 1, 2020. (UCA News 
photo/Good Shepherd Myanmar Foundation)

Churches in Philippines struggle to 
help those battered by pandemicPoor
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Abdul Majeed transports the ill and the poor to 
hospitals for free. (Matters India photo)



SINGAPORE: All mosques in Sin-
gapore will remain closed on Hari 
Raya Aidilfitri, as the celebration pe-
riod is still within the duration of the 
circuit breaker measures to combat 
COVID-19 (coronavirus).

According to the Islamic Reli-
gious Council of Singapore (Muis), 
typically, on Hari Raya morning, 
Muslims in Singapore go to the 
mosque to perform takbir and Aidil-
fitri prayers, as well as to listen to the 
Hari Raya sermon.

This year, they will celebrate the 
morning of Hari Raya in their homes 
with their family members of the 
same household, it said in a state-
ment here today.

“They can join in the ‘live’ takbir 
via Malay radio station Warna 94.2 
FM, or online through the Face-
book pages of our local mosques,” 

it added.
Muis said after the Aidilfitri 

prayers at home, Mufti Nazirudin 
Mohd Nasir will lead a “live” Hari 
Raya sermon which will be broad-
cast over radio and various online 
channels such as SalamSG TV.

“This is the first time it has been 
conducted in this manner in Singa-
pore,” it said.

Muslims in Singapore will cele-
brate Hari Raya Aidilfitri on May 24, 
within the eight-week circuit breaker 
period scheduled to end on June 1.

Muis reminded Muslims that they 
should abide by the national restric-
tions on gatherings in public and 
private spaces, and therefore refrain 
from traditional Hari Raya visits and 
gatherings across households. —
Bernama

Source: The Star

Religious leaders seek staggered 
opening of worship places

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: 
Several heads of shrines in Kerala 
have written to the state govern-
ment seeking permission to open 
temples, mosques and churches in 
a staggered manner.

All places of worship in India 
have been closed since March 25 
after the federal government im-
posed nationwide lockdown re-
strictions to contain the spread of 
the coronavirus disease.

The leaders’ appeal has come 
amid reports of a growing cash 
crunch as the lockdown has forced 
devotees to stay away.

However, the federal govern-
ment’s decision to impose the 
fourth round of lockdown for 14 
days from May 17 has disappoint-
ed the shrine heads.

The government directive bars 
gatherings in all places of worship 
in the country, including Kerala.

Cardinal George Alencherry, 
Major Archbishop of the Syro-
Malabar Church, wrote to Kerala 
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
on May 17 seeking permission to 
open Christian religious centres to 
conduct daily ceremonies with the 
faithful in a restricted manner.

The All India Imam Council has 

also approached the government. 
The Travancore Devaswom Board 
(TDB), which runs 2,000-odd 
temples in south and central Ker-
ala, including the hill shrine Saba-
rimala in Pathanamthitta district, 
has urged the state government to 
at least allow devotees, who want 
to make significant offerings.

“Many are devoid of spiritual 
support these days. If the lock-
down continues, it’ll lead to a 

growing psychological conflict. 
No one will be able to prevent 
such consequences. Churches 
must be allowed to open in a re-
stricted manner. Religious cere-
monies are essential for a believer 
for solace and inner peace,” said 
Cardinal Alencherry.

For the Syro-Malabar Church, 
which manages thousands of edu-
cational institutions, hospitals and 
other charitable establishments in 

Kerala, the aftershocks of lock-
down restrictions are deeper. It 
is now struggling to meet the ex-
penses required for both institu-
tional upkeep and payment of staff 
salaries.

Though the church introduced 
virtual offerings they failed to at-
tract believers, say insiders.

The Muslim bodies stand divid-
ed over the lockdown norms.

The All India Imam Council has 

written to Vijayan, urging him to 
open mosques in a limited man-
ner. Samastha Kerala Sunni Fed-
eration leader Basheer Faizy De-
shamangalam in a social media 
post commented that it is unfair to 
keep mosques closed when liquor 
stores and other establishments 
are allowed to open.

But many within the communi-
ty don’t share Deshamangalam’s 
views.

“We need to apply our minds. 
It’s painful that all mosques are 
closed during the holy month of 
Ramadan, but it would be diffi-
cult to maintain social distancing 
norms if the mosques are opened,” 
said a senior Indian Union of Mus-
lim League leader.

The TDB had introduced an 
online facility for major offerings 
in 27 prominent shrines across 
the state, which met a lukewarm 
response. Now, the board plans 
to urge the government to allow 
‘darshan’ for those who book sig-
nificant offerings online.

The TDB had warned its 3,500-
odd employees that monthly sala-
ry would be a luxury if the prevail-
ing situation persists. — Matters 
India

All mosques in Singapore to 
remain closed during Hari 
Raya due to COVID-19

Religious leaders have written to the government for permission to open places of worship in Kerala.

All mosques in Singapore will remain closed on Hari Raya Aidilfitri, as the 
celebration period is still within the duration of the circuit breaker measures to 
combat Covid-19 (coronavirus). (The Star photo via AFP)
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NEW DELHI: The leaders of 
various religions in the national 
capital on May 18 came together 
for a virtual interfaith meeting to 
pray for each other.

The Commission for Interreli-
gious Dialogue of the Archdio-
cese of Delhi organised the pro-
gramme on the Zoom Meeting 
App.

During the prayer meeting, 
Archbishop Anil J T Couto of 
Delhi urge all to become Good 
Samaritans to everyone who is in 
need.

“Today, thousands of people 
are out there in the open, on the 
roads, walking the journey of 

their existence. We need to be 
Good Samaritans to them,” the 
Catholic archbishop said.

Fr Felix, the secretary of the 
commission, quoted Pope Fran-
cis to say that the prayer meeting 
was a response to the threat of the 
Coronavirus pandemic with the 
universality of prayer, compas-
sion and tenderness. It was an at-
tempt to help each other by shar-
ing inspirations and hopes, the 
Divine Word priest added.

Pope Francis had earlier invited 
believers of all religions to unite 
in prayer, fasting and works of 
charity on May 14.

Among those who attended 

the online prayer meeting were 
Swami Shantatmananda of Ram-
akrishna Ashram, A K Merchant 
of Bahai Community, Goswami 
Sushil Maharaj Ji of Maharshi 
Bhrigu Foundation, Venerable 
Kabir Saxena of Tushita Medita-
tion Center, Maulana Muhammad 
Iqbal Mulla of Jamaat-e-Islami 
Hind, Vivek Muni Ji Maharaj of 
Mahavir Jain Mission, Brahma-
kumari Sister Sadhna, Rabbi Eze-
kiel Isaac Malekar of Judah Hyam 
Synagogue, and Sahib Giani Ran-
jit Singh of Bangla Sahib Gurud-
wara, besides priests and laity of 
the archdiocese. — By Robinson                                                             
Rodrigues, Matters India

Delhi archdiocese holds virtual 
interfaith prayer against COVID-19

Religious Leaders come together for a virtual interfaith meeting.
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Dear children, 

One day, Jesus 
went off by him-
self to pray. He 
prayed for his dis-
ciples because he 
knew that they had 
to live in the world 
and that they 
would be tempted 
by the evil things 
of the world.  
He also knew that 
if His disciples 
would come to-
gether as one, 
they would be much 
stronger than they 
would as individu-
als. So He prayed 
and asked God to 
protect them and 
to help them to 
be one, just as He 
and His Father are 
one.
Children, every 

day, Satan tries 
to tempt us to do 
something that we 
know is wrong. Let 
us always pray to 
our Heavenly Fa-
ther to  protect us 
and help us to re-
sist Satan’s works 
and be one with 
other believers, 
just as the Father 
in Heaven and Je-
sus. 

Love
Aunty Eliz 

Jesus loves little children. They are precious in His sight.
Compare the picture on the left with the one on the right. 

Circle the TEN things that are different.

I will remain in the world no longer, 
but they are still in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
them by the power of your name—the 
name you gave me—so that they may 
be one as we are one. (John 17:11)

I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given 
me, for they are yours. (John 17:8) 

Let's Colour 

Little Catholics’ CornerLittle Catholics’ Corner
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Sarawakian Pandelela 
Rinong is the pride of 
Malaysia and a name 

to beat in any global div-
ing competition. She was 
the first Malaysian female 
to win a medal for Malay-
sia in the Olympics – the 
bronze medal at the Lon-
don Olympics 2012 before 
going one better at the Rio 
Games 2016. Although 
she trains to fall from in-
credible heights, her sport-
ing career has seen a me-
teoric rise, soaring above 
all expectations.

She shares her experience with Fr 
Clarence Devadass,  Kevin Francis 
and Mark Darren Lee during the Cath-
olics@home podcast on May 20. 

How did it all begin?
As a child,  I was part of a group to 
be selected by a coach to take swim-
ming lessons. At the age of eight, I 
was going to swimming classes three 
times a week. One day, I saw a div-
ing platform and I asked my coach if 
I could jump from it. My coach gave 
me permission by told to wear the arm 
floats since I was not a good swimmer. 
At the age of 11, I won my first medal, 
a bronze at a state-level competition. 
And the rest as they say, is history. I 
did not find the sport but instead the 
sport found me! 

During the MCO, I follow a weekly 
programme given by her coach. In or-
der to be perfect, years of training are 
needed or, rather, 10,000 hours but I 
took more than that. I train six days a 
week and eight hours a day.  

I take failures as a process of learn-
ing valuable lesson for me to improve 
and to never repeat the same mistakes 
again.

HERALD
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Diving in Faith

Her Faith Journey
My parents taught me to pray before and 
after training or competition for my pro-
tection and her safety which I still prac-
tises until today. 

I did not take my faith very seriously 
but it was only after some incidents that 
Irealised that I needed to go deeper into 
her faith with God.

That led me to enrol for RCIA classes 
before being confirmed in 2017. Due to 
the nature of my sport, I required special 
classes as I was competing overseas.

I decided to use my baptism name, 
Theresa, for my confirmation too, which 
I hope will make a difference and be a 
light for me.

First female Olympic medalist
Being the first female medal winner for 
Malaysia was a very proud and happy 
moment, not only for me but for Malay-
sia. I will never forget that achievement. 
I just want to do my best in the Japan 
Olympics  and hope to win a medal for 
Malaysia. I just need to be consistent.

Training
As part of my training, I was supposed 
to spend a few months in China. How-
ever, due to the MCO, this did not 
happen. As the Olympics has been 
postponed, I now have a year  to im-
prove on my performance, which is a 
blessing in disguise. 

Apart from the physical training, medi-
tation is also very important for mental 
strength. At least, that is what one of my 
coaches says. For me personally, I try to 
pray the Rosary every day so that I will 
be at peace. 

We also have a diet to follow. We can-
not have too much oily food. We cannot 
eat too much of anything; balance is the 
key. We have to maintain our fat percent-
age but increase muscle.

What do you miss?
When she was asked about what she 
misses as she is always in training: “Free-

dom. The freedom to do what others do. 
“I also miss my family.” Pandalela 

moved out of Kuching in 2007 when she 
was 14. She has missed 13 birthdays 
with her family. She does not usually cel-
ebrate because she is either competing 
or travelling 

Role models
Guo Jing Jing from China. She is a fa-
mous diver and an Olympic gold medal-
list. I also admire David Boudia, an Amer-
ican diver who not only is an Olympic 
gold medallist but also a Christian. 

Motto
Never give up achieving your dreams, al-
ways try your best. Think positive always. 

If not a diver, what would you 
have become? 
My first option was to be a doctor, fol-
lowed by an air stewardess. My dream 
is to inspire others to be better human 
beings. 

Describe yourself in three 
words. 
Shy, hardworking and laugh a lot. Fr 
Clarence added discipline and Kevin 
added courage. 

Advice to Catholic Youth
Just talk to God. Eventually you will be at 
peace and more motivated. Always be-
lieve in yourself and know that you will 
never walk alone because God is with 
you. 

Final Words
I hope people will try this sport because 
it will boost your courage and confidence 
which will affect your daily life in a posi-
tive way. Practice makes perfect! Never 
give up, and have confidence in yourself. 

Indeed, it was a very interactive and 
informative conversation throughout the 

one hour of the show. — By 
Sabrina Smith

Catholics@Home podcast with 
Malaysian Diver, Pandelela Rinong

Pandelela Rinong with her gold medal at the 2017 KL Sea Games. (Borneopost photo)
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SMC youths get 
connected every Sunday

University students provide food to 
people affected by the COVID-19 pandemic

IPOH: The St Michael’s Church 
(SMC) youth group  has been quite 
active during the MCO, albeit from 
home.

“The youth have been getting 
together every Sunday to keep in 
touch and get feedback on every-
one’s status, followed by updates to 
Fr Anthony Liew, our parish priest.

“This Friday, we will share a vid-
eo for the youth reflection and dis-
cuss it during the video conferenc-
ing on Sunday,” said Jack Waran, a 
catechist.

Usually about 12 out of 15 stu-
dents follow the online catechism 
for Form 2.

He said it was important for the 
youth to meet with their support 
group of friends from the parish.

It’s a place where they can share 
their struggles and searchings, as 
well as strengths and joys.

Since it is not advisable for the 
youth to be outside during the 
MCO, they are also following up 
on online school lessons as well as 
online tuitions, he added.

KUALA LUMPUR: MOVE Youth 
(a component group of Asayo) or-
ganised a ZOOM webinar Love, 
Relationships, Seminary on April 
30. 

The main speaker was Fr Marti-
nian Lee. The session attracted 40 
participants from all over Malaysia. 
He shared about his life and how 
this journey led him to finding his 

vocation to the priesthood. God’s 
call to him mimics the character of 
a hound dog that will never give up 
until it has achieved its goal. 

God’s gentle nudge has contin-

ued to persist all throughout his 
life. Fr Lee reminded us that God 
wants to use all of our talents, de-
sires and strengths for His king-
dom. — By Ian John

JAKARTA: With the coronavirus 
pandemic leaving many Indone-
sians destitute, a group of univer-
sity students decided to take mat-
ters in their own hands and provide 
free meals to vulnerable workers 
such as rickshaw drivers and trash 
collectors, left unemployed and in 
precarious conditions by the lock-
down.

According to some sources, mil-
lions of people have fallen into ex-
treme poverty since the start of the 
pandemic and are struggling to get 
money each day for food.

So far Indonesia has reported 
more than 18,000 cases with al-
most 1,200 deaths. In Asia, this is 
the largest number of deaths after 
China.

“This is the time for us to act,” 

said 19-year-old Sherina Redjo, 
one of the university students be-
hind the initiative in Depok, a sat-
ellite town on the outskirts of the 
capital, Jakarta.

On their motorcycles, the volun-
teers distribute food parcels four 
times a week ahead of the evening 
meal that breaks the Ramadan fast.

For Redjo, what they do just 
scratches the surface of the prob-
lem, but no matter how small it is 
“it will certainly help” people in 
difficulty.

The group estimates that they 
have handed out more than 660 
meals since they started in mid-
March.

The coronavirus outbreak has 
cost some 2 million people their 
jobs in just six weeks, setting back 

by a decade the efforts made by  
the government to eradicate pov-
erty.

Volunteers collect donations on 
social media, and on a good day, 
they can raise enough money for 
50 food parcels.

“I thank them [the volunteers] 
so much for giving me this pack-
age and I pray for their souls,” said 
Bambang, a cycle rickshaw driver.

“We are focusing on provid-
ing dinner so that at least they can 
sleep with their bellies full,” said 
Luqmanul Hakim Yullyadi, 19, 
the group’s designated cook, who 
“joined because I feel pity and 
sympathy for many of my friends 
whose parents’ income was dis-
rupted because of this pandemic”. 
— AsiaNews/Agencies

SMC youths gather online every Sunday for video conferencing during catechism. 

SMC youth gathering online with their mothers to wish all mothers a Happy Mother’s Day. 

Follow them on:

SDYD II 2020
sibudiocesanyouthapostolate
Sibu Diocesan Youth Apostolate -SiDYA

What our Diocesan 
Youth Ministries 

are doing
The Sibu Diocesan Youth Apostolate has various plans to 

connect with the youth. However, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, they might not have any more gatherings until 
the end of the year. They have also suggested to postpone 
the Sibu Diocesan Youth Day (SDYD) to next year. 

Thus, the method of the SDYD roadshow and Christus 
Vivit forum had to change. The Youth Apostolate decided 
to train young leaders to present via live streams. 

SDYD II Online Roadshow will be live streamed once a 
month. Sharing lifeskills and talents.
 
May: Laudato Si’ week
Recycle bag making & Enzyme making live Tutorial 

June: Corpus Christi (We Adore Music Night)

July: Bible Sunday (Bible Journaling Tutorial)

August: SDYD Online Song Competition   
Calling youths to join this 
competition individually or 
in a group of 3 to compose 
SDYD 2.0 theme song.
Individual:                                  
https://bit.ly/3g581js
Group:                                  
https://bit.ly/3bMTNAs

September: Rosary 
Making Tutorial 
(Preparing for the Month of 
Rosary)

October: Mission Sunday                                   
(Missionary Portrait Sketching Tutorial)

November: Advent Candle Making                 
(Preparing for Advent)
 
B) Stay connected with SDYD II committee with Christus Viv-
it  reflection question through google form (in the progress) 
 
C) We continue to share Christus Vivit quotes through social 
media.

Love, relationships, seminary

https://www.facebook.com/sdyd.2020/
https://www.instagram.com/sibudiocesanyouthapostolate/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu12MwifQqKqP9LkFvOjyuA
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Lourdu Marie 
Anthonysamy

Born: 5 June 1933             
Departed: 28 May 2009

11th Anniversary

Arul Aulanendhu
Born: 4 Feb 1916 

Departed: 16 June 1990

30th Anniversary

Our beloved parents, though it has been many years                         
since you both have been away in your heavenly home,               

your love and memories still guide us throughout our lives here. 
You are still always at our sides and for this                                            

we will continue praising God always.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. May their souls rest in peace, Amen.
Deeply missed and forever remembered by sons, daughters, 

sons and daughters-in-law, grandchildren, relatives and friends

In Everloving Memory of

m E m o R i A m
For more enquiries, please contact:
Email: advertisement@herald.com.my
Tel: 03-2026 8290 / 03-2026 8291

Casket Paradise
& Funeral Care Sdn. Bhd.(311899-W)

* Specialised In Christian Funerals
* Exclusive Handmade And Polished Wooden Casket
* Restoration And Cosmetology
* British Trained & Qualified MBIE Embalming Service (Only One In 

Malaysia)
* Member Of The European Association Of Embalmers
* Private Chapel Of Rest And Coldroom Facilities
*   Economical, Budget Planned & 24 hrs Service

PERSONAL ATTENTION AT ALL TIMES

TEL: 03-2148 5776, 2148 4855                            
FAX: 03-2143 1442

19B, Jalan Lapangan Terbang Lama,                        
50460 Kuala Lumpur.

H/P: 012-333 4899 / 012-333 4646 / 019-777 5537

For everything there is a season, 
and a time for every matter 

under heaven: a time to be born, 
and a time to die;                        

a time to plant, and a time to 
pluck up what is planted;            

a time to heal; a time to break 
down, and a time to build up;            
a time to weep, and a time to 

laugh; a time to mourn,                
and a time to dance;                     

a time to throw away stones, 
and a time to gather stones 
together; a time to embrace,  

and a time to refrain from 
embracing.

Ecclesiastes 3:1-5

The Eagle soars in the summit of Heaven,
The Hunter with his dogs                               

pursues his circuit.

O perpetual revolution                                       
of configured stars,

O perpetual recurrence                                       
of determined seasons,

O world of spring and autumn,                      
birth and dying!

The endless cycle of idea and action,
Endless invention, endless experiment,

Brings knowledge of motion,                       
but not of stillness;

“We have more information than ever, but 
less ability to think, to digest it all. We 
move on feelings, information that is first 
come and first serve.  Even if the news is 
very biased, we don’t have the ability to 

confirm it as objectively true, We don’t 
take the time to study and confirm this 
since the time frame is instantaneous. This 
is happening in the Church as well.”

What Fr. Nicolás refers to is how we 
perceive the world more and more through 
the lens of information about the world on 
the internet that is parsed according to 
multiple perspectives that run the gamut 
of the spectrum from very conservative to 
very liberal, and many points in between. 
Our way of looking at the world thus re-
mains superficial. 

I am mindful of T.S. Eliot’s lines from 
Choruses from The Rock: Where is the 
wisdom we have lost in knowledge? 
Where is the knowledge we have lost in 
information? 

Globalisation of superficiality
Choruses from The Rock — T. S. EliotThe former Su-

perior Gen-
eral of the Society 
of Jesus,  the late 
Fr Adolfo Nicolás, 
spoke to Belgian 
Jesuits in Septem-
ber 2010 about a 
“globalisation of 
superficiality.” 

Born: April 29, 1936 
Died: May 20, 2020

Knowledge of speech, but not of silence;
Knowledge of words,                                              

and ignorance of the Word.
All our knowledge brings us                             

nearer to death,
But nearness to death no nearer to God.

Where is the Life we have lost in living?
Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge?
Where is the knowledge we have lost in information?

The cycles of Heaven in twenty centuries
Bring us farther from God and                      

nearer to the Dust.
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VATICAN: The Vatican will on 
May 24 launch a year-long celebra-
tion of Pope Francis’ environmental 
encyclical Laudato Si’ to mark its 
fifth anniversary.

The “special Laudato Si’ anniver-
sary year” is an initiative of the Di-
castery for Promoting Integral Hu-
man Development and will include 
a wide range of events, starting with 
a global day of prayer and ending in 
the launch of multi-year sustainabil-
ity action plans.

Five years from Pope Francis’ 
signing of the document, the “en-
cyclical appears ever more rele-
vant,” according to a statement from 
the dicastery.

It noted that the environmental 
encyclical’s anniversary also falls in 
the midst of the global coronavirus 
outbreak, saying “Laudato Si’s mes-
sage is just as prophetic today as it 
was in 2015.”

“The encyclical can indeed pro-
vide the moral and spiritual com-
pass for the journey to create a more 
caring, fraternal, peaceful and sus-
tainable world,” the Vatican depart-

ment said.
The year will begin May 24, the 

day Laudato Si’ was signed by Pope 
Francis, with a day of prayer for the 
earth and for humanity. A prayer 
was written for the occasion which 
people are being encouraged to say 
at noon anywhere in the world. 

The integral development dicas-
tery has also organised events in 
the week leading up to the anniver-
sary, including several talks with the 
Global Catholic Climate Movement 
over the videoconferencing software 
Zoom, for “Laudato Si’ Week.”

“We hope that the anniversary 
year and the ensuing decade will in-
deed be a time of grace, a true Kai-
ros experience and ‘Jubilee’ time for 
the Earth, and for humanity, and for 
all God’s creatures,” the Dicastery 
for Promoting Integral Human De-
velopment said.

The initiatives, undertaken in part-
nership with other groups, have “a 
clear emphasis on ‘ecological con-
version’ in ‘action,’” it continued.

In June, according to a schedule 
released by the dicastery, a docu-

ment on “operation guidelines” for 
Laudato Si’ will be released.

Just a few of the other special pro-
jects to be launched throughout the 
year are the new annual Laudato 
Si’ Awards, a documentary film on 
Laudato Si’, a tree initiative, and a 
social media “Read the Bible Con-

test.”
In 2021 the dicastery will start 

institutions such as families, dio-
ceses, schools, and universities on a 
seven-year program to work toward 
integral ecology through the lens of 
Laudato Si’.

The goal of this programme, as set 

out by the dicastery, is to respond in 
concrete ways to the cry of the earth 
and the poor, to promote ecological 
economics and awareness, and to 
adopt simpler lifestyles. 

Other planned events are a June 
18 webinar, marking the encycli-
cal’s release anniversary, as well 
as participation in the ecumenical 
“Season of Creation” month which 
is from Sept 4 to Oct 1, 2020.

The Vatican events, “Reinventing 
the Global Educational Alliance” 
and the “Economy of Francesco,” 
which were due to have taken place 
this spring and have been postponed 
to the fall, are now also classified 
under the anniversary year celebra-
tions, according to the schedule.

In January 2021, the Vatican will 
host a roundtable on the World Eco-
nomic Forum in Davos. There is 
also a proposal for a gathering of re-
ligious leaders in early spring 2021.

The year will conclude with a 
conference, the performance of a 
musical work, and the conferring of 
the first Laudato Si’ awards. — By 
Hannah Brockhaus, CNA

Year-long celebration to mark 
fifth anniversary of Laudato Si’

Children plant trees on the feast of St Francis October 2019 in Indianapolis. 
(CNS photo/Archdiocese of Indianapolis Creation Care Commission)

T H E  C A T H O L I C  W E E K L Y 

Evangelisation: For Deacons
We pray that deacons, faithful in their service                      

to the Word and the poor, may be an invigorating 
symbol for the entire Church.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

TOKYO, Japan: Fr Adolfo Nico-
lás, the 30th superior general of the 
Society of Jesus, died May 20 in 
Tokyo, Japan, at the age of 84.

The Spanish priest led the Jesu-
its, the world’s largest men’s reli-
gious order, from 2008 to 2016. 

In a condolence message May 
20, his successor, Fr Arturo Sosa, 
said that Nicolás’ time as Superior 
General was marked by “his sense 
of humour, his courage, his humil-
ity and his close relationship with 
Pope Francis,” the first Jesuit pope.

“All of us here at the Jesuit Gen-
eral Curia mourn him and a special 
Mass will be offered here in Rome 
as soon as we can organise it. Be-
cause of travel restrictions just 
now, I cannot travel to Japan for 

the funeral but I assure all his many 
friends there of my closeness, my 
compassion and my condolences,” 
he said.

Nicolás, who had been ill for 
some time, met with Pope Francis 
for a final time on Nov 26, 2019, 
during the papal visit to Japan. 

In 2008, he was elected Superior 
General of the Jesuits in the second 
round of voting, succeeding Fr Pe-
ters Hans Kolvenbach.

In an interview that year, Nicolás 
described his approach to leader-
ship.

“For everything — whether it 
is spirituality or social apostolate, 
whatever it might be — there is no 
shortcut. There is always a long 
way; real change and real insights 
come through a long process. The 
first step in all of them is contact - 
contact with persons, contact with 
situations,” he said.

Nicolás was born in Palencia, 
northern Spain, on April 29, 1936. 
After entering the Jesuits in 1953, 
he volunteered for the foreign mis-
sions and was sent to Japan. He 
was ordained to the priesthood in 
Tokyo in 1967. 

After further studies at the Pon-
tifical Gregorian University in 
Rome from 1968 to 1971, he re-
turned to Japan, where he served as 
a professor of systematic theology 
at Sophia University.

From 1978 to 1984, he was di-
rector of the East Asian Pastoral 
Institute at the Ateneo de Manila 
University in the Philippines. Later 
he served as rector of the scholasti-
cate (house of formation) in Tokyo.

In 1993, Nicolás became Provin-

cial of the Jesuit Province of Japan. 
At the end of his six-year term, he 
devoted four years to serving poor 
immigrants in Tokyo.

The Jesuits in Britain website 
quoted a prayer that Nicolás had 
composed during his annual retreat 
in 2011.

“Enlighten our minds and our 
hearts, and do not forget to make 
us smile when things do not go as 
we wished. At the end of the day, 
of each one of our days, make us 
feel more united with you and bet-
ter able to perceive and discover 
around us greater joy and greater 
hope,” the prayer concluded. 

A memorial website has been 
created to celebrate Nicolás life. — 
CNA

Former Jesuit Superior General dies in Tokyo at 84

VATICAN: Almost 10 weeks after 
St Peter’s Basilica was closed to the 
public in cooperation with Italy's 
COVID-19 lockdown measures, 
the faithful and tourists were al-
lowed back in May 18.

Pope Francis celebrated Mass at 
7.00am at the tomb of St John Paul 
II to mark the 100th anniversary 
of the Polish pope’s birth. Then, at 
8.00am, the general public was ad-
mitted.

The basilica was sanitised May 

15 in preparation for the reopen-
ing. It had been closed to the public 
since March 10.

On the edge of St Peter’s Square, 
a sign advises visitors they must 
wear a mask and stay two metres 
away from others in order to enter 
the basilica.

The Vatican sanitation service 
placed hand-sanitiser dispensers at 
the end of the colonnade surround-
ing St Peter’s Square. From there, 
the public finds “keep your dis-

tance” labels and tape on the cob-
blestone path leading to the health 
and security checks before entering 
the basilica.

At the end of the path, two 
members of the Knights of Malta 
dressed in white, lightweight haz-
mat suits point a small thermoscan-
ner at the visitor’s forehead. If the 
person does not have a fever, he or 
she can proceed to the line for the 
metal detectors.

After the security check and be-

fore entering the church, visitors 
find another hand-sanitiser dis-
penser.

While many of the people attend-
ing the Mass celebrated by Pope 
Francis were not wearing masks, 
once the celebration was over, Vati-
can security began enforcing the 
face-mask requirement and break-
ing up any situation where it looked 
like people were standing close to 
each other to talk, including jour-
nalists trying to interview some of 

the first people inside.
For the Masses celebrated later 

that morning, Communion was dis-
tributed only in the hand.

Vatican workers with large spray 
bottles resanitised the altars and 
pews where Masses were celebrat-
ed with the public.

Except for the expanded space 
needed for the line for security 
checks, St Peter’s Square remained 
closed. — By Cindy Wooden, 
CNS
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